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This document represents the feature set typically included in Fiery ª print servers. Actual feature set included 

may vary by specific Fiery models, as some features may not be supported due to specific project 

implementation characteristics or regional requirements. For information on  a specific Fiery modelƍs feature 

set, refer to that modelƍs datasheet or ask your Fiery vendor.    Nothing herein should be construed as a 

warranty in addition to the express warranty statements provided with EFI products and services .
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Introduction  

The changing market for digital front ends  

In a U.S. survey, Digital Front Ends: Understanding Market Dynamics and Customer Requirements , InfoTrends 

identified the key features that respondents look for in a digital front end (DFE) for print engines:  

¶ Raster image processing (RIP) 

- Converting content specified in a page description language into raster images that a printer can read and proc ess 

¶ Job management / file handling  

- Receive, manage, and prepare jobs for print production  

- Select media and finishing options  

- Release files into print production  

¶ Prepress and makeready  capabilities  

- Colour  management  

- Imposition, preflighting , and trapping  

¶ Automation support (job ticketing)  

The report further found that the reputation of the vendor is an important consideration for end customers , 

as are the following:  

¶ Ease of use 

¶ Consistent and reliable output  

¶ High performance based on RIP speed  

¶ Familiarity of interface and operational consistency  

Finally, the survey showed that most print service providers use digital front ends to perform a wide variety of 

prepress, makeready , and job management tasks , as well as to release jobs to print. InfoTrends also pr ojects 

from the survey information that digital front ends will quickly become a key part of end -to-end, automated 

workflows and will integrate into cloud workflows. The survey report also notes, ƏAs DFEs are becoming more 

tightly integrated, there is a ne ed for wider job ticketing support, better integration with workflow or 

accounting solutions, and higher compatibility with traditional/offset workflows.Ɛ 

Fiery servers meet current and future needs  

Fieryª digital front ends, or server s, cover the entire d igital printing spectrum. From light volume through 

high -production market segments, thereƍs a Fiery DFE designed to meet every need. Fiery servers scale from 

proofing to production , and are equipped with a consistent user interface that minimizes learning  curves, 

regardless of the complexity of the solution.  

Fiery Workflow Suite  

Fiery servers are a fundamental component of the Fiery Workflow Suite, a comprehensive set of integrated 

products that helps print facilities produce more from existing print engin es with streamlined and automated 

workflows ; quickly adapt to changing customer demands; and grow with new higher -profit, value -added 

services. 
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Fiery Workflow Suite  is a comprehensive set of integrated products  
to accelerate business growth and profitability  

For more information on Fiery Workflow Suite and to watch the overivew video visit the 

efi.com/fieryworkflowsuite .  

Market- leading Fiery servers and workflow software excel in the followin g four categories:  

Productivity   

Fiery systems maximize productivity and automate workflows  

To succeed in todayƍs competitive environment, print providers need to offer customers more services, while 

increasing operational efficiency for higher profitabili ty. To achieve both requires the processing power and 

capability of the Fiery digital front end.   

Colour   

Fiery systems deliver amazing, accurate , and consistent colour  across applications and platforms  

Fiery servers provide state -of-the-art imaging technology, combined with expert colour  management tools, 

to deliver high -quality images with the accurate, consistent colour  customers want.  

Usability  

Fiery systems deliver ease of use  

Fiery servers have been recognized by the industry with multiple awards for their intuitive user interface, Fiery 

Command WorkStation ª. With Command WorkStation, local and remote users, from Mac and PC client  

workstation s, can manage Fiery servers, do colour  management, submit  jobs, prepare and preview jobs 

before printing,  and more. The visual, intuitive interface lets users get jobs done faster and with fewer 

keystrokes, saving time and money.  

To increase user productivity even further, Fiery Go allows control of a Fiery Drivenƛ printer on iOS and 

Android  smart phone device s or tablet s. Fiery Go lets users monitor the status of multiple Fiery Driven printers 

to manage print jobs from anywhere.  

Integration  

Fiery systems deliver seamless integration  

Fiery systems continue to add features that deepen and improve enterprise integration from the production 

side of the house. This offers easier maintenance and enhanced production tracking .  

The inclusion of the latest JDF standards in FS300 Pro enables the vast population of  print  provider sites that 

use EFIƛ MIS and Web-to-Print products to seamlessly integrate EFI and third -party products with Fiery 

digital front ends . To achieve this, Fiery FS300 Pro, along with Fiery FS200 Pro, Fiery FS150 Pro, Fiery FS100 

Pro, Fiery System 10, and Fiery Sytem 9 Release 2, are the first products to achieve  the JDF1.3 Integrated 

Digital Printing Interoperability Conformance Specifications (ICS) certification by CIP4.  This makes Fiery 

servers the preferred choice for any type of print production facility .  

For more information, please visit the CIP4 website:  fiery.efi.com/cip4 -certified -experts 

http://www.efi.com/fieryworkflowsuite
http://www.globenewswire.com/newsroom/ctr?d=10007549&l=6&a=Fiery%20System%209R2%20and%2010&u=http%3A%2F%2Fw3.efi.com%2FFiery%2FProducts%2FFiery-Integration%2FSupported-Printers
http://fiery.efi.com/cip4-certified-experts
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Range of Fiery DFEs  

In addition, a wide range of Fiery server families give s print service providers all the choices they need to 

meet their particular busines s demands with features for production processes , from web submission to 

management, prep to  production:  

¶ Fiery NX Premium  Ƌ an exceptionally  high -performance system for  high -level production and mission -
critical users with high -speed engines 

¶ Fiery NX Pro Ƌ a high-performance system for users who require quality  and advanced makeready 
capabilities  

¶ Fiery NX One Ƌseamless workflow management and superior image quality for  both, colour  and black-
and-white production printing environments with tight deadlines a nd high customer expectations  

¶ Fiery E400Ƌ the ultimate document -publishing system that takes the pain out of producing complex colour  
documents, providing efficiency and ease of use for small/medium businesses and enterprise office users 
alike 

¶ Fiery A10 Ƌ a low -cost Fiery server for office or enterprise users that require performance for large 
volumes of jobs ; accurate brand colour s; and simple, visual ways to prepare jobs for printing  

 
Fiery server families suit any digital print need and environment. Check the Fiery datasheet, or contact  your Fiery dealer 
for the standard and option al features for a specific Fiery server model.  
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Introduction to Fiery FS300/FS300 Pro  

Fiery servers are constantly evolving to offer the best choice for  every print engine and Fiery server 

combination on the market in terms of productivity, ease of use, colour  quality , and integration. Fiery system 

software platforms have version names  to show their evolution over  time. The following list of Fiery system 

software versions is ordered from older to newer since 2006:  

For external Fiery servers For embedded Fiery servers 

Fiery System 8 Fiery System 8e 

Fiery System 9 Fiery System 9e 

Fiery System 9 R2 Fiery System 9e R2 

Fiery System 10 Fiery System 10e 

Fiery FS100 Pro Fiery FS100 

Fiery FS150 Pro Fiery FS150 

Fiery FS200 Pro Fiery FS200 

Fiery FS300 Pro Fiery FS300 

 

The Fiery FS300/FS300 Pro system is the most innovative, scalable , and integrated server solution for print 

engines, ensuring that customers obtain the highest return on their investment.  

Fiery FS300 is available for embedded Fiery servers , and Fiery FS300 Pro for external Fiery servers.  

Target m arkets  

Production envir onments include : commercial printers, digital printers, quick printers, print - for -pay shops, in-

plant commercial reprographics departments (CRDs) , and marketing service providers.  

Target print applications  

¶ Marketing materials : brochures, catalogs, station ery, direct mail , cards, tickets, and coupons  

¶ Photo publishing : photo books, postcards , and calendars  

¶ Corporate : newsletters, presentations , proposals, business cards, and forms  

¶ Book publishing : books and manuals  

¶ Packaging: boxes, envelopes, and proofs  

¶ Variable data printing (VDP) : direct mail, catalogs , and transactional promotional material  
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FS300  Pro and FS300  new features table  

This product guide defines Fiery servers that include new features in Fiery FS300 Pro and FS300 system 

software with Fiery Command WorkStation Package 6.1 (featuring Fiery Command WorkStation v  6.1) These 

new features provide substantial gains in productivity, deliver accurate and amazing colour , include 

impressive improvements in ease of use , and enhance d integration  Ƌ helpin g print providers  reduce costs 

and improve service.  

Productivity  Colour /Image 

Quality  

Usability  Integration  

Fiery NX hardware 

APPE 4* 

HyperRIP 

optimizations **  

Fast reprint 

Fiery Impose:  

Å Gangup automation 

by media size  

Å Auto page rotation  

Å Presets for marks 

 

 

7-colour  support  

Spot colour  group 

priority   

Grayscale input profile  

Fiery ImageViewer : 

Å Object inspector  
Å Total area coverage 

Command WorkStation 

6 

Å Job preview  for all 

jobs 

Å Automatically remove 

rasters 

Fiery NX design: 

Å Fiery QuickTouch  

Å Fiery NX Station 

Fiery Impose:  

Å Layout offset  

Å Custom sheet 

margins  

Fiery JobMasterƛ: 

Å Image stamping  

Å Import scanned 

images 

Å Page offset 

Other makeready 

enhancements  

Å Usability 

enhancements  

Å Quick zoom  

Å Mixed media for VDP 

booklets  

Å Acrobat DC 

Professional and 

PitStop Edit 13 

Å Free 30-day trials  

Å Compose to 

JobMaster upgrade 

path 

Windows 10   

Fiery Updates from 

Command 

WorkStation  

Automatic system 

backups 

Other i ntegration 

enhancements  

* APPE is updated with enhancements and service releases on an ongoing basis.  

** Only available on Fiery NX Premium  external servers 

Note: Features vary by print engine model; please refer to the individual product datasheet to find out exactly 

which features are available.   
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Productivity  

The following table lists the productivity features available on Fiery servers and represents the standard 

configuration for each respective Fiery server platform and system version combination . For information on 

the feature set of a specific Fiery model , refer to the datasheet for that model, or ask your Fiery server vendo  

rabout  support for  a specific feature.  

ᾛ Standard       ¼ Option             -   Not Available               SFM = See product -specific feature matrix 

Feature name NX 
Premium  

NX Pro NX One E400/A10 

Performance technology  
  

 
 

HyperRIP (single- and 
multiple -job mode)  

V    - - - 

Spool-Rip-Print 
simultaneously  

V    V    V    V    

Fiery SmartRIP V    V    V    V    

Optimized Adobeª PDF 
and  PostScriptª 

V    V    V    V    

Auto-Detect Composite 
Overprint  

V    V    

V(colour  only)  
V    

Integration with PDF workflows      

Adobe PDF Print Engine 4.0 
(APPE) 

V    V    V    - 

CPSI 3020 V    V    V    V    

Advanced job management  
  

 

 

Force Print SFM SFM SFM SFM 

Fast reprint V    V    V    V    

Suspend on Mismatch  V    V    V    V    

Rush print  V    V    V    ¼
1
    

Rush process V    - - - 

Print/Process Next V    V    V    ¼
1
    

Quick Doc Merge  V    V    V    - 

Sample Print SFM SFM SFM SFM 

Schedule Print V    V    V    ¼
1
    

Proof Print  V    V    V    V    

Fiery Productivity Package  - - - ¼
1
    

Job submission automation  
  

 
 

Fiery Hot Folders V    V    V    ¼
1
    

Fiery Virtual Printers  V    V    V    ¼
1
    

Job Presets V    V    V    V    

Server Job Presets V    V    V    V    

Fiery JobFlowƛ Base V    V    V    SFM1 

Fiery JobFlow  ¼    ¼    ¼    SFM1 

Variable data printing  
  

 
 

VDP Raster Preview V    V    V    - 

VDP Resource Manager V    V    V    V    
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Feature name NX 
Premium  

NX Pro NX One E400/A10 

PPML v 3.0 V    V    V    - 

Fiery FreeFormƛ V    V    V    V    

PDF/VTƊ2 support  V    V    V    - 

Define Record Length  V    V    V    V    

Record and Set Level Finishing  V    V    V    V    

VDP Record Range printing  V    V    V    V    

VDP Multi-Up Booklet  V    ¼    ¼    ¼    

Transactional printing  
  

 
 

Sequential Print  V    V    V    - 

Set Page Device Visual Mapping V    V    V    - 

ᾛ Standard       ¼ Option             -   Not Available               SFM = See product -specific feature matrix 

1  May be offered in the Fiery Productivity Package. See product -specific feature matrix . 
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Performance technology  

Fiery servers are the fastest RIPs in the industry. The Fiery DFEs are powered by proprietary EFI application -

specific integrated circuits (ASI Cs) with RIPChipƛ technology that enables them to take full advantage of 

custom -designed microprocessors, proprietary file-compression algorithms, and efficient memory 

management to produce industry - leading performance.  

As a result of unparalleled processi ng speeds, shops can get more data to print engines faster so that the 

engine s are less likely to move into cycle-down and warm -up modes Ƌ losing valuable press time. A fast DFE 

also helps meet tight turnaround times and reduce bottlenecks.  The following features define the Fiery 

performance  technology  that  allows u sers to  grow their businesses with more -profitable, timely, top -quality 

work  Ƌ including higher -value, fully personalized jobs .  

Fiery NX hardware  

The new, breakthrough Fiery NX servers have a cutting -edge 

and innovative industrial design , customized for Fiery users 

and for the needs of a highly efficient print environment.  

 

There are three types of Fiery NX servers: 

¶ Fiery NX Premium 

High -volume, powerful servers for commercial pr inters, 
in-plant shops, and digital printers  

¶ Fiery NX Pro 

Mid -volume servers for digital printers, print for pay, and 
in-plant shops  

¶ Fiery NX One 

Mid -volume servers for black and white or lower -speed colour  digital printers  targeted to  print for pay, 
and in -plant shops  

Fiery HyperRIP  

Fiery HyperRIP is a proprietary EFI rendering technology , available on Fiery NX Premium  hardware platforms , 

that  makes performance -leading Fiery servers even faster. HyperRIP dramatically improves performance by 

simultaneously processing print jobs up to 55% faster by optimizing the use of the Fiery serverƍs interpreter 

and rendering engines across multiple processor cores.  

As files become more graphically complex and more jobs re quire personalization, a higher RIP capability  

helps optimize the print engine capacity and gets the most from the investment. Instead  of adding hardware 

cost with more CPUs, Fiery HyperRIP software technology provides a more economical solution to print shop 

owners.  

Watch the Fiery HyperRIP video at fiery.efi.com/hyperripvideo  for a short overview of the feature.  

Fiery HyperRIP offers two  modes of parallel job 

processing:  

1- Single job  

The single- job mode simultaneously RIPs a job 

across up to four processors and is useful for 

longer jobs of 20+ pages.  

Single- job mode is ideal when printing long, 

multiple -page and VDP jobs, because HyperRIP 

processes those jobs faster to make the Fiery 

server available to handle  upcoming jobs.  

The processing bar in Command WorkStation Job Center is split, showing four progress bars side by side  Ƌ 

updating simultaneously and independently to track the HyperRIP progress. 

HyperRIP modes are server settings found in the Fiery 
Configure module under the RIP selection. The single - job 
mode is selected by default.  

Fiery NX Premium, NX Pro and NX One servers 

http://fiery.efi.com/hyperripvideo
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A job split by HyperRIP to RIP on four processors.  

File formats supported by HyperRIP in single - job mode  

Fiery FS300 Pro supports many more file formats for HyperRIP in single - job mode  than FS200 Pro systems. 

This table list s the file formats supported , and the limitations with some workflows and print settings. If the 

Fiery server determines a file is not el igible for HyperRIP, it will  automatically  route the job through the single 

RIP path. 

File type Plain Duplex 

XObjects / 
Form 
caching  

Mixed 
media 

Control 
bar 

Print 
range 
Page/ 
record  

Impo -
sition  

Post-
flight  

Direct 
queue 

CPSI workflow        
 

PDF Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes 

PostScript (PS) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No 

QuickDoc Merge  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No 

PDF/VT Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No 

PPML Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No 

VPS Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No 

VIPP Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No 

FreeForm Master No No No No No No No No No 

FreeForm Variable Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes -  -  -  

TIFF No No No No No No No No No 

EPS No No No No No No No No No 

APPE workflow       
 

PDF Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes 

PDF/VT Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes 

PCL workflow        
 

PCL No No No No No No No No No 

The shaded cells in the table above show the newly supported file formats for HyperRIP in single- job mode . 

2- Multiple jobs  

The multiple - jobs mode simultaneously RIPs several jobs across up to four processors, and is ideal when 

dealing with numerous short jobs such as b ook covers, bro chures, or flyers Ƌ or when a long job is being 

processed while other shorter jobs need to start printing.  

Jobs processed in this mode will print in the order they finished RIPping, meaning that smaller or shorter jobs 

will print before longer or bigger on es. If maintaining the print job order is important, this mode is compatible 

with the Sequential Print feature which requires that  jobs output in the same order they were submitted to 

the print queue. Sequential Print is a server setting that is enabled in  the Fiery Configure module.  



Fiery FS300 / FS300 Pro print servers Ɗ Product guide  

November, 2018 ¦ Copyright 2018 | ELECTRONICS FOR IMAGING INC 14 of 166 

Some file formats are not supported by the multiple jobs  mode and will be processed using a single RIP path. 

Those are: PPML, VDP, VIPP, PCL, and FreeForm. 

After a HyperRIP job has finished printing, the job log and printed que ue have the following optional attribute 

columns:  

¶ Number of RIPs present: indicates the total number of RIP  processors available to the job during 
processing.  

¶ Number of RIPs used: indicates the actual number of processors used to RIP the job. Not all jobs  can use 
HyperRIP, and some will use a single RIP processor instead. 

Benefits:  
¶ Dramatic performance improvements by processing multiple jobs or multiple segments of the job 

simultaneously  

¶ Faster throughput means less waiting for users 

Rush RIP  

Rush RIP is a unique Fiery feature that works in combination 

with the Fiery HyperRIP multiple - jobs mode . It is only 

available for Fiery NX Premium  servers. 

Rush RIP offers the ability to immediately RIP a single job 

without interrupting other currently RIPping jobs.  This 

happens when the first  four Fiery RIP processors are busy 

RIPping jobs. The Fiery server makes a fifth processor 

available immediately upon request to process the rush job 

at the same time other jobs are RIPping. If yet another job is 

sent to RIP as a Rush RIP job, and all five RIP processors are 

busy, the job will be processed as soon as any of the five RIP  

processors are available. 

Users activate Rush Print when selecting the following 

actions from the right -click menu on Held Jobs:  

¶ Rush Print Ƌ When selecting Rush Print, the rushed job 
is sent to the top of the Əwaiting to RIPƐ queue. Once a 
Rush Print job finishes RIPping, it will interrupt a 
currently printing job and start printing.   

¶ Rush Process and Hold Ƌ When selecting ƏRush Process and Hold,Ɛ 
the job goes back to the Held queue as a processed job.  

Benefits:  

Rush RIP is a great print management tool for high -end production 

environments and gives users even more control at the print queue by:  

¶ Starting to process an urgent job without cance lling jobs currently 
being processed , or having to wait for those jobs to finish 
processing 

¶ Being able to preview jobs quickly while other jobs are processing  

Spool -RIP -Print Simultaneously  

Over the years, Fiery servers have inco rporated various innovative technology features to improve 

throughput Designed to enhance the Fiery systemƍs overall performance, these features are now unified as 

the Spool-RIP-Print Simultaneously feature. Users can now spool, RIP, and print a single mul tiple -page job, or 

multiple jobs sim ultaneously, for these benefits : 

¶ RIPChip technology : Proprietary EFI application -specific integrated circuits (ASICs) enable Fiery servers to 
take full advantage of custom -designed microprocessors, proprietary file compr ession algorithms, and 
efficient memory management to produce industry - leading performance . 

The Fiery server makes a fifth RIP available 
immediately upon request to process the rush job at 
the same time other jobs are processing.  

Rush Process and Hold 
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¶ ECT Compression: Compression software provides  flexible compression ratios and visually lossless image 
quality.  decreases the amount of memory necessary to store documents during processing, and enables 
faster printing of documents . 

¶ RIP-While-Print: Print one page while subsequent pages are simultaneously processed . 

¶ Continuous Print: Store processed pages in memory before printing, eliminating the need for the copier or 
printer to cycle down between unique pages.  

¶ RIP-1-While-Print-2: Work simultaneously on two jobs for the RIPping and printing processes. Starts to RIP 
a new file while the previous file is printing.  

¶ RIP-While-Receive: RIP a job while it is still being spooled to the Fiery server for a much faster first and last 
page out. There is no need to wait for the entire job to spool before beginning to RIP the file.   

Benefits: 
¶ Increases the Fiery server throughput by delivering faster output to the print de vice 

¶ Increases productivity by making the Fiery server more available to  process jobs 

¶ Reduces bottlenecks at the RIPping stage  

¶ Helps maximize print deviceƍs capacity and shop productivity 

Fiery SmartRIP  

Fiery SmartRIP technology uses a combination of propr ietary hardware and software that processes files 

faster and handles higher resolutions with ease  for all Fiery configurations . SmartRIP helps accelerate colour , 

compression , and rendering  processes by recognizing file characteristics and using adaptive pr ocessing. 

Users will especially notice the benefits of SmartRIP technology when : 

¶ The combination of an Adobe Configurable 
PostScript Interpreter (CPSI) RIP with Fiery 
SmartRIP technology yields dramatically faster 
page processing by recognizing file 
characteristics and using adaptive techniques to 
accelerate colour , compression , and rendering 
processes 

¶ The improvements in overall throughput 
optimize the print time for  merging VDP jobs  

¶ The efficient use of memory and hard drive 
space improves efficiency and  predictability to 
support VDP  

¶ The enhanced image processing allows users to 
print composite overprints of CMYK and Fiery Spot -Onƛ colour s Ƌ this key feature enables Fiery servers 
to pass the Altona Test and Ghent suites. 

Benefits: 
¶ Achieves RIP performance benchmarked at up to two times faster in a dual processor , and one -and-a-half 

times faster in a single processor  

¶ Improves efficiency and predictability in colour  and VDP  

¶ Produces visibly smoother edges and fine type at high resolution (1200 dp i and up). This is quite 
noticeable in Kanji fonts as well as in Roman faces with delicate, thin elements  
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Auto -detect Composite Overprint  

One way to ensure that all jobs print with the correct 

overprinting a nd transparency effects , is to enable Composite 

Overprint in Job Properties for all jobs going to print. With this 

selected, all pages are processed for overprinting  and all jobs 

print correctly .  

But jobs that do not require this extra treatment will proc ess 

faster without going through the Composite Overprint step . A 

unique Fiery feature called Auto -detect Composite Overprint 

bypasses this step and processes the job at the highest speed .  

Auto -detect Composite Overprint  automatically  detects 

whether or no t a job needs composite overprinting  and 

processes only those jobs that contain overprints with the 

extra processing .  

Documents that are RGB-only PDFs, commonly used in the 

photobook industry , and CMYK documents that donƍt contain 

overprints, can gain up to 15% in processing performance . 

This performance improvement is guaranteed in Fiery 

external servers, since Composite Overprint is enabled as a default setting. For Fiery embedded servers, the 

Composite Overprint setting is available and turned off by de fault. 

Benefits: 
¶ Jobs will process as fast as possible, while ensuring the overprinting and transparencies are rendered 

correctly every time  

  

Composite Overprint setting in Job Properties  
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Integration with  Adobe PDF w orkflows  

Optimi sed PDF   

PDF XObjects are a way of describing objects such as text, im ages, and vectors within a PDF file. They are 

automatically generated by the application. XObjects store common information such as background, 

headers, and footers that can be drawn multiple times in a PDF document. Their content is stored only once 

in th e PDF file to allow for greater efficiency.  

When Optimized PDF is enabled on the Fiery system, XObjects are processed just once for 

the entire job. RIPped versions of these elements are cached to be used any time the 

XObject is needed in a page  Ƌ allowin g the Fiery system to reduce processing  time.  

PDF XObjects on a per -job basis  

Users can use XObjects and optimize a PDF job on a job -by-job basis. Just select the feature 

in Command WorkStation through Job Properties as Cache PDF and P ostScript  objects 

under the VDP tab, or use Fiery Hot Folders from a client system.  

Benefits:  
¶ Increases throughput by reducing the need to re -RIP the same image in the same file  

¶ Improves the PDF workflow by successfully rendering PDF files containing XObjects  

Ado be PDF Print Engine  (APPE)  

Adobeƍs PDF-based RIP, Adobe PDF Print Engine (APPE), enables direct PDF RIPping without conversion to 

PostScript, avoiding potential errors for PDF files that contain transparenc ies.  

EFI and Adobe have partnered to offer indust ry- leading print solutions by integrating the APPE PDF  rendering 

technology with the  Fiery server. By combining Adobe interpreter technology with a proprietary EFI software 

rendering engine, the Fiery server yields dramatically faster processing speeds for  even the most complex 

files. 

This support offers users a native end -to-end PDF workflow , and helps them  improve the consistency and 

flexibility of the printed output from design to print.  

With the  support of APPE v4, Fiery NX Premium  server platforms achieve new performance efficiencies and 

breakthrough rendering features. PDF Print Engine 4 shares the same core technologies used in Creative 

Cloud applications, and has been updated and optimized for them. This guarantees consistency and reliability 

across proofing cycles, minimizing errors and the need for last -minute fixes. The v4.0 enhancements 

announced by Adobe can be found at : adobe.com/bg/products/pdfprintengine .  

Fiery servers offer extended support for APPE that enabled them to pass  the Perfect PDF standards defined by 

the VIGC group in 2012. This is important to professional print provider s. In addition, Fiery servers provide 

support for sop histicated print settings such as:  

¶ Print Gray Using Black Only Ƌ to print any gray component of a job using only black toner, saving money 

for  unnecessary colour  clicks. 

¶ Applying different halftones for text, g raphics, and images Ƌ to optimize the image quality to those 

particular types of elements  

¶ Fiery HyperRIP Ƌ  to achieve d ramatic performance improvements by processing multiple jobs or 

multiple segments of the job simultaneously  

¶ Substitute Colour s Ƌ to match brand colour s in Microsoft Office documents  

The APPE interpreter support is offered in addition to  the conventional Fiery CPSI PostScript interpreter.  

This dual interpreter  configuration is standard for external Fiery servers shipping with Fiery Software System 9 

R2 and above. This feature guarantees workflow interoperability . It also gives users the option to process PDF 

files using the APPE or conventional PostScript interpreter  with a simple click of the mouse , and to meet the 

specific print output requirements.  

Feature at a glance: 

https://www.adobe.com/bg/products/pdfprintengine.html
http://www.vigc.be/
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¶ It supports PDF 1.3 and above; PDF/X-1a, 3, 4; and PDF/VT. (These formats also are supported in the PDF-

to-PostScript converter with CPSI.) 

¶ Job submission methods supported  include  Fiery Hot Folders and File/Import from Command 

WorkStation. 

¶ CPSI and APPE workflows are simultaneously enabled, and users can choose between them.  

¶ Unlike other RIPs, Fiery servers have been offering the benefits of APPE for many years. The Fiery CPSI 

interpreter incorporates extensive and unique PDF capabilities to  address the issues that designers and 

printers face today in producing creative, effective , and accurate documents. Because of this, there are 

few differences in the print results of APPE and Fiery CPSI interpreters. However, there are ideal print 

environ ments for APPE-enabled workflow, including the following:  

-  The print provider that uses a pure PDF workflow and requires PDF documents to remain device 
independent throughout the entire workflow  

-  The print provider that frequently prints designs containing transparenc ies, especially when the 
transparency interacts with black backgrounds  

-  The shop that wants to unify offset workflows operating with APPE with digital print workflows to 
ensure that the designerƍs intent is accurately reproduced on both types of  press  

-  The print provider that prefers to perform job submission using Fiery Hot Folders or File/Import to 
Command WorkStation.  

 APPE Fiery CPSI 

Supported file formats  
PDF 1.3 and above; PDF/X-1a, 3, 

4, PDF/VT v1 and v2  

Same as APPE, plus: PostScript, TIFF, EPS, 

VDP (PPML 3, VIPP 8, VPS 1.5 , PDF/VT v1 

and v2 compatible)  

Job submission methods 

Fiery Hot Folders 

Drag and drop to Command 

WorkStation  

FTP printing 

Same as APPE, plus: 

¶ Fiery driver 

¶ Virtual Printers  

¶ Email printing  

End-to-end PDF workflow  Yes 

CPSI accepts PDF jobs and converts them 

into PostScript. Although the job format 

changes, Fiery CPSI provides Əwhat you 

see is what you print Ɛ results. 

Full-fidelity desktop 

previewing  

Yes, it reduces unwanted 

surprises and disruptive, last -

minute prepress fixes in digital 

and variable print workflows. 

Jobs that includ e 

transparencies, mixed colour  

spaces, and layers are 

accurately reproduced.  

Yes. Fiery CPSI is a PDF/X-compliant 

interpreter , which guarantees that the 

printed results are delivered u nder the 

PDF/X specifications. This feature ensures 

consistent print previews and proofs for 

VDP and non-VDP jobs.  

JDF compatibility  Yes Yes 

PDF optimization for VDP and 

non-VDP jobs 

Yes 

It supports PDF/VT, the 

emerging standard format for 

VDP file exchange (ISO 16612-

2), and enables caching of 

repeating elements.  

Yes 

It supports PDF/VT, the emerging 

standard format for VDP file exchange 

(ISO 16612-2), and enables caching of 

repeating elements.  

Benefits: 
¶ Offers a comprehensive solution for job-management and job -preparation tasks  

¶ Guarantees consistency in preview and print by supporting native PDF workflow from creation to final 
output  
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¶ Saves time by eliminating the need to convert or flatten content prior to submitting the job to Fiery server  

¶ Uses the same files for offset, digital , and VDP Ƌ allowing the same PDF file to have a consistent output 
among print devices  

CPSI 3020  

Fiery FS300 and FS300 Pro servers provide support for the latest PostScript interpreter from Adobe.  

Benefit  
¶ Fiery servers keep customers up to date with support for the latest industry standards.   
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Advanced job m anagement  

A successful production printing operation depends on a very structured workflow, much like a factory 

assembly line; each step is dependent on the successful completion of the last. The Fiery system has many 

tools that manage jobs faster and minimize bottl enecks. A truly integrated solution, it also uses these features 

to give production print operators tremendous flexibility to alter aspects of the workflow without disruption:  

¶ Force Print 

¶ Suspend on Mismatch  

¶ Rush Print 

¶ Print/Process Next 

¶ Quick Doc Merge  

¶ Sample Print  

¶ Schedule Print 

¶ Proof Print  

¶ Modify Default Queues  

¶ Increased maximum number of jobs in printed queue  

Force Print  

If the paper attributes of the job do not match what is in the printer, the user can force the job to print using 

whatƍs currently loaded in the printer, regardless of the jobƍs status in the Print queue. 

This feature is available through Command WorkStation if the connected server has Force Print enabled, and 

it allows the user to do the following:  

¶ Force the job to print to any tray a vailable at that time, while the job is in the Print queue.  

¶ Print RIPped files without re -RIPping or canceling the job first. If the new tray media is a different size, the 
resulting output may be cropped. Also, if the new tray uses a different colour  pro file, the job will be printed 
with the original trayƍs colour  profile .  

¶ Use any tray (except bypass trays) with any paper size, media type, weight , or coating supported by the 
printer .  

Benefits: 
¶ Saves time by printing the job immediately when holding a hard-copy version of the job is more 

important than making sure the job is perfect  

¶ Can eliminate the need to resubmit jobs to the printer when there is no need to re -RIP the file  

Suspend on Mismatch  

To ensure faster throughput and the highest quality, users can use Suspend on Mismatch to hold jobs when 

they have missing resources or a colour  profile mismatch. Until the user corrects the problem or  applies 

Force Print to  the job, it remains suspended and other jobs in the server will continue to print.  

Benefits: 
¶ Prevents one job from holding up all the other jobs that could be printing  

¶ Avoids outages on the production line , and decreases bottlenecks at the RIPping stage  

Rush Print  

The Rush Print feature  provides advanced job management that allows the user to mark the job as urgent, 

process and print it immediately , and interrupt the currently printing job. The utility will apply a logical 

interruption to the job currently printing, either at the end of a set, or after 30 pages  Ƌ whichever occurs first. 

Then, as soon as the Rush Print job finishes, the interrupted job will resume printing where it left off.  
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Benefits: 
¶ Increases the flexibility to re -priorit ise and introduce last -minute changes in the proce ssing and print 

stages  

¶ Eliminates the need to stop and restart production when one job needs to be printed right away  

¶ Prevents waste by allowing a job to be paused during printing , and then resumed and finished later , 
instead of requiring that the user ca ncel and discard the previously printed portion of the job  

Print/Process Next  

Print/Process Next lets users pick the next job to process or print. It gives them the ability to make a job print 

or process immediately , follow ing the completion of the job cu rrently printing or processing. Depending on 

the engine behavior, the Fiery server may only be able to advance a job to Print Next ahead of other jobs  

currently processing . 

Benefit:  
¶ Gives the user a way to change the printing order of jobs based on last -minute , urgent demands  

Quick Doc Merge  

Quick Doc Merge allows the user to quickly merge documents by combining them in a new job. The 

documents can be on the Fiery server or be imported from a browsable directory, separate from the Fiery 

serverƍs job list. The system can also finish the entire job all together or apply the jobƍs finishing options to 

each of the merged documents. Once documents are merged into a new job, the job will remain intact Ƌ 

even if some of the source document s are deleted from the held queue.  

Benefits: 
¶ Saves user time by eliminating the need to merge  PDF files before print submission  

¶ Gives users the flexibility to combine multiple jobs , without needing to open the file and manually merge 
pages 

Sample Print  

The Sample Print feature allows the user to monitor engine output quality while the engine is in full 

production , and print extra pages to an easily accessible output tray during a long print job . This way, they 

can verify that the engine is performing as expected. If the  output is unsatisfactory, the user can take 

corrective action. While a job is printing, the user can initiate a sample print from Command WorkStation 

using the Start Sample Print option under the Server menu.  

This feature is most useful for engines with multiple output trays , and when one of the output trays is closed 

and not easy to access during printing  Ƌ such as in a stacker unit . 

The user can also configure the Fiery server to print sample prints at a predefined interval. This lets the user 

print sam ple pages on a regular basis, either as a regular spot check , or as part of a process to  create an 

archive of printed sheets to document the print quality at regular intervals.  
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 Configure Sample Print to meet workflow needs . 

 

The user can print an extra sheet (or output set):  

¶ On demand by selecting the Sample Print button from Command WorkStation  

¶ Every preset number of  sheets, the user can instruct the Fiery server to stop printing sample pages once 
the current job is done , or to cont inue printing sample pages for all jobs until the user manually stops the 
Sample Print function  

Benefits: 
¶ Performs quality control of the output while the engine is printing, avoiding production halts, ensuring 

quality of the output , and increasing overall productivity  

¶ Makes it easy for users to take corrective actions before the job finishes printing, minimizing waste and 
reducing clicks  

Schedule Print  

Schedule Print is an advanced job -management tool that allows the user to define when jobs will print by 

setting DATE/TIME parameters. The jobs will print as soon as the DATE/TIME conditions are met, the server is 

turned on , and the print engine is available.  

Benefits: 
¶ Increases automation of the production process, allowing for unatt ended printing , and eliminating the 

need to have attendants constantly on watch  Ƌ thereby reducing overhead costs  

¶ Provides the ability to plan the process ing and printing stages in advance  

¶ Facilitates balancing the workload and prioritizing print productio n throughout the day to avoid peaks and 
bottlenecks  

¶ Allows advance scheduling of batch jobs. For example, if there are jobs with the same media 
characteristics, the users can schedule the jobs to print when the media is loaded in the printer  

Proof Print  

Proof Print allows users to produce a copy of any job in the Hold or Print queues with a single mouse click . 

This eliminat es the need to open the job in Job Properties, modify the job ticket , or change the copy count to 

print a copy for proofing.  
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Request Proof Print from Fiery Hot Folders. 

Targeted to Command WorkStation users, the Proof Print feature is particularly powerful in the Fiery Hot 

Folders workflow because Proof Print can be selected as a Job Action when setting up Hot Folders. After the 

system produces the Proof Print, the job moves into the Hold queue until it is released to print the full copy 

count.  

Increased maximum number of jobs in Printed queue   

The maximum number of jobs stored in the Printed 

queue has been increased for easier and faster access to  

jobs for  reprint. The maximum number of jobs varies 

between embedded and external servers:  

¶ Fiery embedded servers running FS200 and above 
software will store  up to to 1,000 jobs  

¶ Fiery external servers running FS200 Pro and above 
software can now store as many as  2,000 jobs  

The default number of saved jobs is 10 , but can be 

modified using Fiery Configure and Fiery Web Tools. 

Once the number  of stored jobs reaches the number 

defined above, the Fiery server starts deleting the jobs in first - in, first-out order.  

Benefit:  
¶ Easier and faster access of jobs to reprint  

Fiery Productivity Package  

The Fiery Productivity Package for Fiery embedded servers includes features that helps users meet tight 

turnaround times and increase overall productivity.   

¶ The set of tools included in a Fiery Productivity Package var ies by Fiery server and print engine 
combination. Please check the engine -specific information for detailed features.  For more information visit 
the Fiery Productivity Package web page. 

The features that boost productivity are: 

¶ Fiery Hot Folders:  Automates the job submission process ; reducing errors and automating repetitive tasks 
with a simple drag -and-drop operation. Input formats  are: PS, PDF, EPS, DOC, DOCX, XLS, XLSX, PPT, PPTX, 
PPS, PPSX, and PUB. 

¶ Fiery Virtual Printers:  Streamlines job setup times and eliminates print errors on repetitive print jobs by 
using predefined job settings in the print driver.  

The default number of saved jobs is 10, and can be modified 
by the administrator.  

http://efi.com/products/fiery-servers-and-software/fiery-workflow-suite/fiery-productivity-package/overview/
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¶ Graphic Arts Filters for hot fo lders: Automates job submission for more file formats including JPEG, EPS, 
TIFF/IT, CT/LW, PDF2Go, Export PS, and DCS2. Includes PDF/X preflight filter to verify the compliance of all 
PDF files with PDF/X-1 and PDF/X-4 specifications.  

¶ Rush Print: Marks a print job as urgent so it can be processed and printed immediately, even interrupting a 
job that is currently printing.  

¶ Print/Process Next: Queues a job to print immediately after the currently running print job completes.  

Benefits: 
¶ Eliminates bot tlenecks and optim ises production to  maxim ise throughput  

¶ Automates job submission to shorten setup times and decrease print errors  

¶ Fiery Productivity Package  also includes a set of tools for prepress operations. For a complete list of  those 
features, visit the Prepress section in this product guide .  



Fiery FS300 / FS300 Pro print servers Ɗ Product guide  

November, 2018 ¦ Copyright 2018 | ELECTRONICS FOR IMAGING INC 25 of 166 

Job submission automation  

It is critical to automate complex tasks and leverage all available resources in a production environment that 

regularly receives jobs f rom external sources. In -plant and CRD operations, as well as commercial 

organizations, use digital workflow s to capture as much formatting and direction from users as possible . This 

helps to shorten job -preparations times, minim ise errors, and speed up tu rnaround times .  

Fiery servers offers a wide range of tools to streamline workflows from submission to output  and therefore, 

adapt to an y type of automation needs.  

Job Presets  

Job Presets allow the user to save predefined print 

settings as a retrievable template from a Fiery driver or 

from Job Properties. Users can create several 

templates to define settings based on their own 

common printing scenarios , and to streamline job 

submission with fewer clicks and errors.   

Server Job Presets  

Local Job Presets are available only on the user's 

clien t workstation . Administrators can create Server 

Job Presets to  share Job Presets with all Fiery users. 

This way, they can  automate the selection of Job Properties for commonly used tasks, saving time and 

maximizing productivity.  

Administrators can save, edit, publish , and delete 

Server Presets from the Command WorkStation 

Device Center. They can also create Server Presets 

from Job Properties in the Command WorkStation , 

right after selecting the applicable job settings , by 

simply provid ing a name and description. Other users 

can access these centrally stored presets through 

workflows such as Virtual Printers, Fiery Hot Folders, 

Job Properties , print drivers, and Fiery JobFlow . 

Benefits: 
¶ Allows all users to access commonly used settings 

in all workflows  

¶ Permits administrators to save and manage the 
most commonly used settings , and then easily 
publish them as Virtual Printers and Fiery Hot 
Folders 

  

Job Presets in Fiery driver  

Save, edit, publish, and delete Server Presets from the Command 
WorkStation Device Center.  

It's easy to create server Job Presets by 
providing a name and description  for the job 
settings. 
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Import and export Job Presets  

This feature offer s the ability to import and export both server and local Job Presets. Local Job Presets can be 

exported and shared between users. Only administrators can manage Server Presets . 

 

Users can export and import Server Job Presets.  

Users can export and import Server Job Presets between Fiery servers of the same model, streamlining the 

process of programming multiple servers to behave identically.   

 

Export Server Job Presets. 

Benefits: 
¶ Share and back up local Job Presets for safekeeping  

¶ Easily and quickly make Server Job Presets available to multiple Fiery users  

¶ Create automated workflows for any repetitive task, reducing the number of times a job needs to be 
touched during printing  
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Product -specific presets  

Fiery servers include five Server Presets to help use rs quickly set up jobs with some frequently used print 

settings, including both layout and finishing options . This also promote s the use of server presets and 

workflows.  

The server presets include:  

US and metric  presets  
1. 2up landscape  

2. Duplex grayscale 

3. Duplex staple 

4. Large booklet  

5. Small booklet  

Fiery Virtual Printers  

Fiery Virtual Printers lets production print 

administrators create a specific configuration 

for a certain print device that contains all the 

print driver settings they need for a given job 

type. They can then  present the 

configuration  to users as a printer with a 

specific name. For example, a user who 

prints training manuals on a regular basis 

could simply print to a printer named 

ƏTraining Manual,Ɛ greatly reducing 

interaction between user an d production 

while capturing pertinent data  for the job .  

In comparison with Fiery Hot Folders, Virtual 

Printers are managed and configured centrally by a Fiery administrator . All settings are controlled at the 

Command WorkStation , where only an administra tor can view and/or change the published Virtual Printers 

and details associated with them.  Virtual Printers are also designed to be used direclty from a print driver.  

Virtual Printers  come standard with external servers , and are an optional feature for  some embedded servers . 

The administrator has rights to the following functions:  

¶ Create new virtual printers  

¶ View the available virtual printers (and published queues)  

¶ Publish, delete, or edit virtual printers  

 

Key functions and features of Virtual Printers include : 

¶ Defines a combination of up to 252 V irtual Printers on a Fiery server  

¶ Is easily accessible from any print driver Ƌ ideal for "driver -based" workflows  

¶ Provides Fiery system actions such as hold, process and hold, print, and pri nt and hold  

¶ Comes with imposition and override settings  

Benefits: 
¶ Automates workflow for all users, increasing productivity  

¶ Reduces repetitive workflows for faster, error -free printing  

¶ Ensures that print processes and company standards are maintained; relevant settings can be preserved as 
admin -lockable  
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Fiery Hot Folders  

 Fiery Hot Folders let users do more work by 

automating the job -submission process with a 

simple drag -and-drop opera tion. Fiery users 

can publish and share Fiery Hot Folders with 

other  users in their  network for faster, error -

free printing for everyone.  Users can copy or 

simply drop documents into hot fold ers which 

will then send them to a Fiery server with the 

pre-set print settings. Hot folders can be set up 

to specify certain job properties, to impose 

jobs, and to merge jobs.   

Fiery Hot Folders relieve the user of the 

repetitive task of configuring print settings for 

multiple jobs , and allow direct printing of files 

w ithout the need to open them in their native  application such as Adobe Photoshop ª or Microsoft Word . 

Since hot folders  appear as folders on a host computer and can be shared on networks, they provide a simple 

way to forward jobs without installing special utility software on each computer.  

Fiery Graphic Arts Package, Premium Edition includes  a set of expert- level filters  designed for Fiery Hot 

Folders. These filters allow users to submit jobs in their native file formats without opening the native 

application. Th is way, jobs can be routed to the Fiery server with predetermined settings attached  Ƌ 

including PPD overrides, imposition attributes , and file format conversions.  

Fiery Hot Folders  come standard with external servers , and are an optional feature for some embedded 

servers. 

Benefits: 
¶ Automates workflow for all users, increasing productivity  

¶ Reduces repetitive workflo ws for faster, error -free printing  

Fiery Command WorkStation  

The Fiery Command WorkStation interface offers a way to automate job -submission workflows by quickly 

selecting Server Presets after right -clicking on a job. Fiery administrators can create and pu blish job -

submission  workflows as easily as they can create  a new Virtual Printer, and can publish the workflows to 

make them available to everyone  using that Fiery server. The automated workflows require a Fiery server 

with Virtual Printers or Server Presets.  

 

Make a Server Preset selection with  a right -click on a job . 

The Drop Zones feature gives a new look and feel to Fiery Command WorkStation by clear ly indicating the 

areas where users can  drop files for printing. It also display s an easy way to  associate Server Presets and 

Virtual Printers after dropping files in the server list pane . 
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Drop zone indicated on the Held queue  

Benefits: 
¶ Easy way to  associate Server Presets and Virtual Printers while downloading a job onto the Fiery server  

Fiery JobFlow  

Fiery JobFlow offers automated prepress processes that are easy to set up and use, to minim ise rework and 

boost overall efficiency on the print floor.  

The Fiery JobFlow installer is included in the list of applications to download from the Fiery Software Manager 

on Windows workstations. Users can access the browser -based Fiery JobFlow application from Mac or 

Windows client workstations . For external Fiery servers running on FS200 Pro  and later , Fiery JobFlow Base 

comes pre -installed on the server itself.   

Installing the Fiery JobFlow application  gives users access to the free version, Fiery JobFlow Base. Users need 

a paid license upgrade to unlock the full functionality of Fiery JobFlow.  

Fiery JobFlow Base is used to configure automated workflows for : 

¶ Submission from multiple locations (Dropbox,  
shared folders, and FTP), or by a drag-and-drop 
operation directly to  the workflow  

¶ PDF conversion 

¶ Job merging  

¶ Fiery Preflight (requires Fiery Graphic Arts 
Package, Premium Edition)  

¶ Image enhancement  

¶ Document imposition (requires Fiery Impose)  

¶ Job ticketing  

¶ Archiving and output to multiple locations 
(Dropbox, shared fold ers, FTP, and Fiery external 
servers) 

The full version of Fiery JobFlow contains additional features:  

¶ Rules-based workflows  

¶ Advanced preflight (powered by Enfocus Pitstop)  

¶ PDF correction (powered by Enfocus Pitstop)  

¶ Cloud-based approval workflows  

Custom workflow creation in Fiery JobFlow  
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For more information on Fiery JobFlow , visit the product webpage at efi.com/fieryjobflow .  

Benefits: 
¶ Eliminates repetitive manual setup and produces ready -to-print files with the fewest touchpoints  

¶ Detects and uses existing Fiery resources such as presets and templates , to avoid rework and to speed up 
the print process  

¶ Ensures consistency and higher efficiency when processing similar print jobs through the same workflow  

¶ Allows internal and external reviewers to quickly  and easily approve jobs remotely without interrupting 
the workflow  

EFI Digital StoreFront  

EFI Digital StoreFrontª is the award -winning , flexible eCommerce solution that offers an industry - leading 

experience for print buyers, and is designed to grow your b usiness.  

The Fiery integration setup wizard helps establish a touchless workflow with EFI Digital StoreFront to save 

time and eliminate errors Ƌ synchronizing media libraries ; job status ; and job configurations such as colour  

settings, layout , and finishi ng. 

For more information refer to the Integration section  in this product guide.  

  

http://www.efi.com/fieryjobflow
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Variable data printing  

No matter what you call it  Ƌ personalization, customization, versioning, transactional printing,  variable 

information (VI) , or simply variable data printing (VDP)  Ƌ market research proves that personal ised 

communications or targeted marketing can significantly improve a companyƍs bottom line. Overall revenues 

and profits associated with personal ised marketing programs are more than  31% greater than those from 

general marketing. Personal ised communications also garner measurable increases in the s ize and value of 

orders. Customers are apt to respond more quickly and in greater numbers to personal ised marketing 

messages. And personalised communications increase customer loyalty and retention by more than 47%.  

Todayƍs overall trend toward targeted marketing will only intensify in the future. For organizations with the 

right resources, marketing support , and business knowledge , VDP is more than just a powerful tool: itƍs a 

strategic necessity. But currently, there are no simple, off - the-shelf VDP solutions. Instead, VDP requires 

custom ised end-to-end attention to customer needs and budgetary constraints.  

EFI Fiery VDP solutions are different. They  fit into existing workflows so designers can easily develop 

custom ised marketing campaigns, regardless of their complexity, and add to their systems as their needs 

grow.  

EFI Fiery technology delivers fast, indust ry- leading, adaptable VDP capabilities , and allows  Fiery users to 

choose any authoring tool to create static and variable elements with flexible and open, end -to end VDP 

solutions. They use the most comprehensive array of VDP languages , such as Fiery FreeFormƛ, the open -

standard personal ised print markup language (PPML), PDF-VT, and a host of proprietary languages. All this lets  

print providers take advantage of evolving VDP technologies  Ƌ regardless of the brand of database 

management system, generator sof tware, page-layout program , or print device.  

The Fiery Command WorkStation interface manages the inputs and outputs for even the most complex VDP 

jobs. This allows users to manage their Fiery servers and VDP jobs from one location. The VDP Resource 

Manager utility enables print production shops to store, view , and reuse RIPped objects on networked Fiery 

servers. Using it  in conjunction with a high -speed printing device  and a Fiery server, shops can eliminate 

production bottlenecks , and print  VDP jobs faster than ever before.  

Using proprietary  and partner technologies, EFI delivers high -performance, open VDP solutions. EFI also 

continues to work with the most respected partners in the industry to enhance its integration with the latest 

solutions and e xisting VDP workflows.  

For more information , visit the Fiery VDP solutions web page .   

 

http://www.efi.com/products/fiery-servers-and-software/fiery-workflow-suite/fiery-variable-data-printing-solutions/overview/
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Fiery VDP Raster Preview  

The Fiery VDP Raster Preview enables users to view the content of the job, organ ised by records or finished 

sets, and to navigate either by records/finished sets or by pages/surfaces. The job is displayed in actual size, 

and the user can use scroll bars to see the whole image. This way , users can verify whether the record 

boundaries for imposed and non -imposed jobs are correct before printing the job. The feature is available 

when using System 10/10e with Command WorkStation 5.4 or later.  

Benefits: 
¶ Enables users to verify record boundaries for imposed and non -imposed jobs within the raster preview ,  

without the need to print the job  Ƌ reducing potential errors and waste  

¶ Displays records for non -imposed VDP, and finished sets for imposed VDP jobs  

¶ Saves time and eliminates waste because users do not have to guess how the job will print  

 
  

           Non - imposed job                Imposed VDP job  

VDP file formats supported by Fiery servers   

Fiery servers are compatible with all these file formats, so you can u se any of them.  

¶ PPML Ƌ PPML was designed to support efficient job resource reuse. By allowing the DFE to know early on 
which fonts, logos, diagrams, images , or other resources are needed at a particular point in the job ; the 
DFE can rasterise that resource  a single time and use it as many times as needed without redundant 
processing. Fiery DFEs are compliant with PPML  3.0 as set forth by the Print -on-Demand industry initiative.  

¶ Creo VPS 1.5 Ƌ A fundamental benefit  of the Creo variable print specification ( VPS) is its ability to specify 
which elements of a variable -data print job will be used multiple times. Once specified, the application will 
eliminate multiple downloads of repeating data elements to the printer or digital press. This prevents 
redundant da ta handling and helps variable -data print jobs to print at or near rated engine speed. Fiery 
servers are compat ible with the Creo VPS format , so users can RIP and print jobs in the Creo VPS format.  

¶ VI Compose (VIPP/VPC) Ƌ Available on Fiery servers driving Xerox print engines only , this open language 
from Xerox enables the highest -performance output in variable data PostScript documents.  

¶ PDF/VT Ƌ PDF/VT is a standard developed by the International Organization for Standardization ( ISO) for 
VDP data exchange. Fiery servers are compliant with PDF/VT through both CPSI and APPE.  

¶ FreeForm 1 Ƌ  Fiery FreeForm 1 is a simple way to create page -based variable data jobs. Users need a 
software application that contains a database merge feature for authoring , such as Microsoft Word or 
Adobe InDesign . FreeForm creates rasterised master background pages with specified variable content 
zones, and merges database information in  to these zones. It offers g ranularity for the job at the page 
level, and is limited to a si ngle job master.  

¶ FreeForm 2 Ƌ  Fiery FreeForm 2 technology expands on FreeForm 1 by allowing a variable-data document 
to individually access and reuse any page in a master document. Any page of the variable-data file can be 
associated with any page of the  master document. Conditional page printing from the application is 
possible through page -level commands. FreeForm 2 requires the use of a supporting third -party VDP 
authoring tool such as PrintShop Mail.  Operators can use FreeForm 2 and Fiery Impose for i mposed VDP 
set finishing (record -based finishing).  
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Benefits: 
¶ Offers open VDP implementation, ensuring compatibility in all VDP workflows and complete flexibility  

¶ Consistent Fiery workflow interface greatly reduces training curve for existing Fiery users, leading to fast 
adoption and higher productivity  

PPML 3.0  

PPML 3.0, the latest VDP standard, supports in -RIP 

transparency flattening. Flattening transparencies as late in the 

process as possible provides the best results. PPML 3.0 also 

supports transparency within the PDF layer and between 

layers. It allows  users to print  variable layers as designed, and 

supports the printing of drop -shadow PostScript masks and 

soft-edge TIFF masks. In addition,  it lets users overlay a 

reusable JPEG image.  

Benefits: 
¶ Improves design flexibility and user productivity  

¶ Eliminates costly file rework  

 

 

Fiery FreeForm  

Fiery FreeForm is an exclusive, built- in and 

simple-to-use VDP file format that supports a 

wide variety of source appl ications , without the 

need for a third -party VDP composition tool. 

With FreeForm, print providers can enter the 

market for personal ised marketing campaigns 

and support a multitude of customer 

requirements with ease. Fiery FreeForm is an 

ideal entry - level tool  that requires minimal skill, 

so there is almost no learning curve for users. It 

is available on virtually all Fiery servers , and can 

create static data masters with any design 

application.  

The page length of the FreeForm master document defines each record in a FreeForm job. FreeForm maps 

the pages from the variable document to the record length defined by the FreeForm master until all the 

variable document pages are used.  

FreeForm Multipage Previews  Ƌ With bidirectional communica tion enabled, the EFI Fiery driver provides the 

user with multipage previews of FreeForm masters. This allows visual confirmation of selected FreeForm 

masters w ith  static content that spans multiple pages.  

Enhanced FreeForm  

Prior to System 10/10e, if a page required no variabl e elements and there was not an exact one -to-one 

correspondence between the number of pages in the variable document and the number of pages in the 

master document, the user had to add blank pages to the source document to ensure that mapping was 

handled p roperly.  

As an example, imagine a company needs to distribute a personal ised newsletter to its customers. This 

newsletter has four pages , and only two of those pages  Ƌ the front cover with the name of the customer and 

a personalised image, and the back cov er with the mailing address and a custom ad  Ƌ contain variable 

information.  

Fiery FreeForm settings in Fiery driver and Job Properties  

VDP job sample with variable transparent element  
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        Personalised four -page newsletter with only two variable pages  

FreeForm has been enhanced to give the 

user control over the mapping between the 

variable and master documents. This 

provides several benefits. First, instead of 

adding blank pages to the source variable 

document, the user can map  a blank page to 

a master page. Second, the user can pick and 

choose which master page a given variable 

page uses. And finally, the user can define 

the length of the record, instead of having to 

use the entire length of the master 

document.  

The Enhanced FreeForm settings can be 

accessed from Command WorkStation Job 

Properties, Virtual Printers , Presets, Fiery Hot 

Folders, and in Windows and Mac drivers.  

Users can choose Enhanced FreeForm from 

the Job Properties VDP tab by selecting a 

master document from the Use Master drop -

down menu.  

 

Users can choose Enhanced FreeForm from the Job Properties VDP tab  
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Using the Define Mapping table, users can associate the variable  pages  
with the corresponding page of the master document.  

Benefits: 
¶ Simplifies creating and using VDP documents by allowing users to map variable documents to master 

documents with out modifying the source documents  

¶ Offers the flexibility to pick only a subset of pages from a master document , and use the selected pages 
with the variable record in any order  

¶ Lets users create powerful personal ised print jobs using standard tools, witho ut the need for additional 
VDP software 

 

Fiery FreeForm Kit  

The FreeForm Kit is a free download available at 

efi.com/freeform . With the kit , Fiery users get 

everything they need to create successful variable 

data printing (VDP) jobs quickly. The FreeForm 

technology is already in every Fiery server at no 

extra cost. Itƍs suited to a wide range of VDP 

applications and is driver based, so it requires no 

additional  VDP software application to work.   

The FreeForm Kit comes with templates of typical 

Microsoft Word and Adobe InDesign jobs in m etric 

and inch versions that can be used Əas isƐ or 

modified to produce marketing pieces such as real 

estate flyers, direct mail cards for retail, fundraising 

mailing cards , plus certificates and awards.  

The kit also comes with sample databases in Excel sp readsheets with simple, step -by-step instructions on 

how to use and modify the templates. No other technology provider can offer s this built - in capability in such 

a easy, accessible way. 

Download the Fiery FreeForm kit at efi.com/freeformkit  

https://efi.com/freeform
http://efi.com/freeformkit
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VDP Resource Manager  

The Fiery VDP Resource Manager presents a list of the  repeatable elements (source and cached) that are  

stored for future use. Users can find the  VDP Resource Manager in the Device Center , in VDP Resources under 

the Resource section . 

Key functions and features :  

 
¶ Easy to navigate with an intuitive user 

interface  

¶ View a list of repeatable elements, 
categor ised by VDP file format  

¶ See a thumbnail preview  of elements; as 
well as their name, size, and creation date  

¶ Archive or delete dated or redundant fil es 

¶ Troubleshoot problem files and reduce 
production bottlenecks with a single view 
of all VDP resources on all of the Fiery 
servers in the printshop  

¶ Choose from a  list or thumbnail view 
(thumbnail view provides a visual 
illustration of resources)  

¶ View a li st of jobs in the Hold queue that 
are associated with a selected resource  

¶ Delete all the resources in a print  environment  

¶ Back up and restore resources 

¶ Automati cally refresh stored VDP resources when a new VDP file is processed  

Benefits:  
¶ Quick identificat ion and verification of cached VDP elements  

¶ Optim ises management of VDP resources that can be leveraged by future jobs in FreeForm, PPML, VPC , 
and VIPP formats  

PDF/VT support  

Efficiently driving complex VDP jobs in digital print environments requires support for multiple standards to 

ensure interoperability. Fiery servers are compliant with PDF/VT, a standard developed by the ISO for VDP 

data exchange, through both CPSI and APPE. Support for  PDF/VT brings the benefits of a PDF workflow to 

VDP, which helps print providers increase production efficiency with capabilities such as late -stage exchange 

of critical variable content.  

The system processes PDF/VT files the same way it handles other VDP files  Ƌ by detecting records defined in 

the PDF/VT job and caching reusable XObjects  Ƌ and displays a format icon for PDF/VT jobs on the Fiery 

Command WorkStation.  

 

The format icon, as well as the quantity of records and pages per record, identifies PDF/VT jobs in Command WorkStation . 

Benefits: 
¶ Folds seamlessly into existing PDF-based prepress operations, enabling a single common PDF print 

production workflow for all job types  

¶ Easier to use, with a visual illustration of cached, reusable elements and easy identification of VDP jobs  

VDP Resource Manager in Device Center  
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¶ Increases productivity with support for  usersƍ existing workflow 

PDF/VT -2 support  

PDF/VT is Adobeƍs variable data language, based on PDF technology. PDF/VT-1 support was introduced in 

Fiery System 10 servers, and PDF/VT-2 is supported on Fiery servers running FS100 Pro  and above. The Fiery 

server recogn ises the new PDF/VT file type and shows a different icon in Command WorkStation for this 

format. It automatically extracts the records information and displays the number of records and pages per 

record , showing  PDF/VT cached resources in the VDP Resource Manager. Fiery servers support PDF/VT for 

both CPSI and APPE interpreters. PDF/VT-2 gives users a performance improvement because PDF/VT files can 

refer to resources through a file search path so that they can b e processed inline, but the overall PDF/VT file 

size being transferred is reduced.  With PDF/VT-1, all of the resources had to be contained inside the file.  

See this Adobe whitepaper for more details: fiery.efi.com/PDFVT-whitepaper -en 

 

 

Benefits: 
¶ Supports the latest VDP standard so that users can confidently print any standard VDP data stream 

¶ Adds flexibility to customer workflows  

 
 PDF/VT file format under VDP Resource Manager  

Fiery Hot Folders f ilter for PDF/VT support  

Fiery Hot Folders now support the latest VDP format on the market  Ƌ PDF/VT. Selecting the PDF/VT checkbox 

grays out all other PDF options, ensuring that hot folders  passes the PDF through to the Fiery server without 

any processing or modification , so the variable components are preserved.  

Benefits: 
¶ Adds flexibility to customer workflows  

¶ Automates job settings in Command WorkStation without user intervention  

PDF/VT is displayed as a file type in Command Work Station; the  
number of records and pages  per record are also displayed.  

http://fiery.efi.com/PDFVT-whitepaper-en
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Processing optimization for PDF and PostScript  VDP f iles  

Some customers use PDF or PostScript formats for 

creating VDP jobs. PDF uses XObjects, and PostScript uses 

Forms, to convey information about repeating objects in 

the file . Prior to System 10/10e, Fiery servers supported 

the PDF XObjects. Now, they also support PostScript files 

with Forms. U sers can gain a huge performance boost by 

using the information from PDF XObjects and PostScript 

Forms to RIP the repeatable elements only once and then 

cache them.  

This feature is available in both the CPSI and APPE 

processing paths through the VDP tab of  Job Properties.  

Benefit:  
¶ Increases speed and performance while processing PDF and PostScript format files in VDP applications  

Defin e Record Length  

In VDP workflows where VDP applications generate PostScript or PDF files as output formats, print servers 

donƍt have a way to know the number of records in the job, or how many pages the records contain. 

Consequently, some finishing options such as VDP imposition or subset finishing with Mixed Media will not 

be fully functional.  

In order for the correct finishin g options to be available to such jobs , and to allow for PostScript and PDF files 

to be processed as VDP jobs, users need to be able to define these parameters . 

Define Record Length allows a user to define the fixed record length for a VDP job when it is provided in 

PostScript or PDF format. This Define Record Length setting can be found in the Fiery driver and Job 

Properties utilities. Two new columns display this VDP job ticket information on Command WorkStation:  

¶ Number of Records: Displays the number of  records contained in the file  

¶ Pages per Record: Displays record length information  with v ariable record lengths displayed as a range, 
from smallest to largest  

Benefits: 
¶ Allows VDP jobs imported in PostScript and PDF formats to be correctly processed with the desired 

finishing requirements  

¶ Reduces waste by allowing users to print a selected set of records  

¶ Provides additional VDP job information, allowing users to prepare and troubleshoot VDP jobs more 
efficiently  

Record level fi nishing support  

Fiery systems support individual VDP set (record -based) finishing for VDP jobs. In such cases, finishing 

settings inside the Job Propert ies window will be applied at the record level , as opposed to the job level.  

There are no special user - interface requirements for VD P set finishing. Finishing options previously applied 

globally to a job will now be applied to each individual record inside that job. All records inside the job will be 

treated identically. VDP set finishing is applied to all content between the start and  end marks.  

The following VDP file formats have native definition on the start and end of a VDP set , and therefore support 

subset finishing:  

¶ FreeForm v1 and v2 

¶ PDF/VT 

¶ PPML 

¶ VI Compose (VIPP/VPC Ƌ Xerox only) 

¶ Creo VPS 

 ƏCache PDF and PS objectsƐ box in the VDP tab of 
Job Properties  



Fiery FS300 / FS300 Pro print servers Ɗ Product guide  

November, 2018 ¦ Copyright 2018 | ELECTRONICS FOR IMAGING INC 39 of 166 

Benefit:  
¶ Increases automation of the output process and reduces the number of manual offline steps in production  

VDP Record Range Printing  

Reduces waste and lost time by allowing the user to select a range of records to be printed from a VDP job as 

a Command WorkStation override. The Record R ange Printing  feature for  VDP jobs is supported for both non -

imposed and imposed VDP jobs in FreeForm v1 (record -based) and FreeForm v2, PDF/VT, PPML, VI Compose 

(VIPP/VPC Ƌ Xerox only), and Creo VPS formats. 

Benefits: 
¶ Simplifies record reprinting : For example, if you need 4 of 100 records, you donƍt have to process the 

whole job to just print those records  

¶ Reduces waste by allowing the user to print a selected set of records  

VDP Multi -Up Booklet  

VDP Multi-Up Booklet is a Fiery Impose feature that 

allows two records to be printed on a sheet, reducing 

costs by printing on a larger sheet size for a single click 

charge. Users can find it  through  Fiery Impose, and can 

save settings as an Impose preset they select from 

Virtual Printers or Fiery Hot Folders for automated job 

submission.  

For records of different lengths, blank pages will be 

positioned automatically Ƌ based on pagination 

requirements. If covers are not enabled, the blank 

pages should fall at the end of the job. Otherwise, with 

covers enabled, the blank pages could fall somewhere 

in the middle after the job is folded during offline 

finishing.  

Benefits: 
¶ Allows faster throughput by producing a job using 

fewer sheets and fewer clicks  

¶ Reduces costs by printing two records on a larger-sized sheet  

  

Record 1 and Record 2 booklets print on the same s heet 
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Transactional printing  

Set page device support  

The term s et page device , also known as setpagedevice,  refers to a group of PostScript commands that 

describe the printing characteristics of a fi le. This includes things  such as paper attributes, finishing options , 

and number of copies. These command s are primarily used for special ised applications that require dynamic 

mixed media ; or data-driven mixed media such as transactional applications that have a variable number of 

pages per document, where media requirements may be different for each page.  

Set page device  support lets Fiery servers translate or map the paper attributes to the Fiery Paper Catalog, and 

finishing options to specific output bins. This eliminates the need for human intervention, saves time, 

increases productivity , and automates workflow.  

Users enable set page device in the Device Center , and select it  in Job Presets, Virtual Printers, or Fiery Hot 

Folders for automation. Set page device  commands can only be used with  PostScript base languages (PS, VPS, 

VIPP), and are not device dependent.  

 

Enabling set page device in Configure  

Once set page device Media Mapping is activated, users need to define the actual media and finishing 

mapping in Job Properties.  

 

 Defining media and finishing mapping in Job Properties  

If print operators want to see and verify the embedded set page device commands in the PDL file, they can 

use Fiery Preflight  (part of Fiery Graphic Arts Package, Premium Editon)  to generate a report of the commands 

in the file.  

Benefits: 
¶ Increases productivity with support for the userƍs existing workflow 

¶ Automatically prints set page device embedded files without user intervention , to save time and increase 
productivity  
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Sequential Printing  

Sequential Printing guarantees that jobs print following one another in first - in, first-out printing order. For 

example, in transactional printing, jobs nee d to be printed and mailed in a certain order. Another example is 

chapters in a book. The Sequential Print queue feature guarantees that all jobs print in the order submitted , 

and prevents smaller jobs from skipping ahead of larger jobs that are still spoo ling. 

Users enable a Sequential Print queue in the Configure tool under Job Submission , as shown in the 

screenshot below.  It also requires the administrator to define a Ətime-out.Ɛ The time-out defines how long the 

Fiery server should wait for the next job  in the sequential run before timing out and considering the run 

complete.  

  

Enable the Sequential Print queue in the Configure tool . 

Once enabled, the system publishes a new default Print queue 

called Sequential Print. Users can add new Virtual Printers and 

Fiery Hot Folders using the Sequential Print queue, as shown in 

the screen shot.  

Sequential Print jobs can be submitted through Fiery Hot 

Folders, Virtual Printers, Command WorkStation , JDF job ticket, 

or directly through a network protocol such as SMB, LPR , or 

Port 9100. 

Sequential printing begins when the first file is spooled to the 

Sequential Print queue. Each Sequential Print run  will display a 

unique group ID icon. When a Sequential Print run starts, other 

print jobs will wait to process until the Sequential Print run is 

completed.  

While a Sequential Print run is taking place, the Fiery server will 

still allow the user to select actions such as Rush Print, Process 

Next, Print Next, Suspend on Mismatch, Preview, Hold , and 

Cancel. These actions will override and disrupt the Sequential 

Print run.  

Benefit:  
¶ Offers a way to ensure job production  in a specific sequence, such as  a variable printing application for 

postal sort  

Usability  

Fiery servers have been recogn ised by the industry with multiple awards for their intuitive user interface, Fiery 

Command WorkStation. With Command WorkStation, local and remote users can manage Fiery servers from 

various print engine manufacturers , do colour  management, submit jobs, prepare and preview jobs before 

printing,  and more  from Mac and PC client workstations, . The visual, intuitive interface lets users get jobs 

A new default print queue calle d Sequential Print is 
published  
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done faster and with fewer clicks, saving time and money.  Updates to Command WorkStation are free , and 

can be downloaded by all Fiery server customers at efi.com/cws . 

These are the standard configuration s for each Fiery server platform and system version combination . For 

information on a specific Fiery server modelƍs feature set, refer to the datasheet for that model,  or ask your 

Fiery vendor about  support for  a specific feature.  

ᾛ Standard       ¼ Option             -   Not Available               SFM = See product specific -feature matrix 

Feature name NX 
Premium  

NX Pro NX One E400/A10 

Job and device management tools  
  

 

 

Fiery Command WorkStation  V    V    V    V    

Fiery Ticker V    V    V    -  

Fiery Go V    V    V    V    

Fiery WebTools V    V    V    V    

Fiery makeready solutions  
  

 

 

Fiery Impose V    ¼    ¼    SFM 

Fiery Compose V    ¼    ¼    SFM 

Fiery JobMaster ¼    ¼    ¼    SFM 

Job submission and settings      

Fiery driver V    V    V    V    

Fiery Job Properties  V    V    V    V    

Fiery VUE SFM SFM SFM SFM 

USB media server V    V    V    V    

Paper Catalog V    V    V    V    

Pad printing  V    V    V    -  

Fiery Remote Scan V    V    V    V    

Tools for technical support      

Fiery setup wizard V    V    V    V    

Fiery System Restore V    V    V    -  

Fiery Clone Tool  -  -  -  V    

Fiery Configure  V    V    V    V    

Fiery NX industrial design      

Fiery QuickTouch  V    V    V    -  

Fiery NX Station GL SFM ¼    -  -  

Fiery NX Station LS SFM ¼    -  -  

Fiery NX One Station - -  ¼    - 

ᾛ Standard       ¼ Option             -   Not Available               SFM = See product -specific feature matrix  
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Job and device m anagement tools  

Fiery Command WorkStation  

Fiery Command WorkStation, the print job 

management interface for Fiery cutsheet servers, 

makes printing more productive, powerful and 

intuitive. It central ises job management, connects 

to all networked Fiery servers driving cutsheet 

printers , and improves productivity. The intuitive 

interface simplifies job management, regardless of 

the userƍs level of experience. 

Full cross-platform Apple Mac and Microsoft 

Windows support provides consistent 

functionality, look, and feel. The intuitive interface 

offers a remote connection  that gives  users the 

same quality results as a local connection to a 

Fiery server. Fiery Command WorkStation also 

offers software  upgrades that  provide usability enhancements , compatibility with the latest Windows and Mac 

operating systems and new features  for Fiery servers (Fiery System 10/10e and above) at no additional cost . 

To download the latest version of Command WorkStation , and to learn  more about new features , visit 

efi.com/CWS.   

Fiery Command WorkStation Package  

Fiery Command WorkStation 6 is part of the Fiery Command WorkStation Package. The Fiery Software 

Manager handles the download and installation process for this package .  

Fiery Command WorkStation 6   

Version 6 of Command WorkStation offers a new user interf ace to provide a more engaging and intuitive 

printing experience that allows users to manage print jobs faster and boost print production.  

Fiery Command WorkStation 6 includes the following licensed makeready software: Fiery Impose, Fiery 

Compose, Fiery JobMaster and Fiery Graphic Arts Package, Premium Edition .  

Fiery Hot Folders  
Automates job submission processes for repetitive tasks, saving time and reducing print errors with a 
simple drag -and-drop operation.  

Fiery Software Uninstaller   

Easily removes Fiery applications, Fiery printers , and associated print drivers/files on Mac clients.  

 
 

 

http://www.efi.com/CWS


Fiery FS300 / FS300 Pro print servers Ɗ Product guide  

November, 2018 ¦ Copyright 2018 | ELECTRONICS FOR IMAGING INC 44 of 166 

Fiery Software Manager  

In addition to the Command WorkStation Package, the Fiery 

Software Manager also enables installation of the se Fiery 

applications:  

Fiery Remote Scan  

This application allows users to retrieve scans from a copier 

and save them, or import them directly into a compatible 

application. Now a standalone application, users can choose 

to  download and install it  on their client  workstation s.  

Fiery JobFlow Ɗ Windows only  

Fiery JobFlow enables prepress workflow automation for 

streamlined job processing and printing. Start with the free 

Fiery JobFlow Base to manage workflows including PDF 

conversion, Fiery Preflight, image enhancement, document 

imposition; plus flexible options for job submission, archiving , 

and output. Upgrade to the paid Fiery JobFlow version to add 

more intelligence with rules -based workflows; advanced 

preflight and PDF editing, powered by Enfocus Pitstop ; and cloud -based JobFlow approval process for 

maximum efficiency.  

To use Command WorkStation  6 and JobFlow  on the same client , you need to update JobFlow to version 

2.2.3 or later.  

Fiery Color Profiler Suite  

The Fiery Color Profiler Suite software provi des integrated colour -management functions and quality control 

for print systems. It extends the colour  capabilities of Fiery Driven  printers with the most advanced tools 

available for profile creation, inspection, editing , and colour  quality assurance.   

Fiery Navigator  

Fiery Navigator is a service for proactive control of print operation s and device management  by captur ing key 

production metrics . It also enables the propagation of standardised configurations across the same types of  

Fiery Driven devices.  

Fiery Integration Package Ɗ Windows only  

Fiery Integration Package includes Fiery JDF 1.5.1 and Fiery API 4.0. Users must select ƏShow additional 

featuresƐ in Fiery Software Manager preferences to see the Fiery Integrated Package listed for download.  

Fiery Software Manager  
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Value Proposition  
 
Fiery Command WorkStation 6 will help users manage print jobs 
faster and boost print production with:  

1. Easy transition from version 5  
 
Fiery FS300 Pro servers come with version 6 of 
Command WorkStation. For print environments using 
version 5.x, version 6 offers a smooth and quick 
upgrade process where  version 5 users can start seeing 
new benefits right away because the upgrade process 
will keep their client settings.  
 
A welcome tour of less than 5 minutes is all thatƍs 
necessary to get  started. 
 

2. More intuitive and easy-to-use interface  
 
The new user interface looks clean and similar to many 
popular interfaces. It also offers a more engaging 
interaction to make it more intuitive for current and 
new users.  

 
3. Includes more efficient and productive ways to manage 

and prepare jobs  
 
Users can find jobs faster by creating custom job views and using the flexible search and filter 
functions Ƌ so they can take quick action. It also offers faster access to tools by el iminating the need 
to open additional windows to perform common tasks.  
 
The new features in makeready solutions offer faster ways to print complex jobs.  

 
4. New tools for production managers  

 
Managers can be more efficient and proactive at managing a print site with better visibility through 
key print production statistics. The new version also makes it easier to keep Fiery servers up to date 
with the latest patches and updates.  

 
5. Ready for the  future  

 
Fiery Command WorkStation 6 provides the platform to efficiently manage production printing 
today and into the future. As businesses expand to new print engines, future versions of Command 
WorkStation 6 will provide a unified interface for all Fie ry Driven devices, plus offers tools to 
efficiently manage print jobs and engines.  
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Specifications for Fiery Command WorkStation Package  

Software applications in Fiery Command WorkStation Package can connect  to  and be installed on:  

¶ Fiery servers running Fiery software: Fiery System 10 or 10e, Fiery FS100/100 Pro, Fiery FS150/150 Pro, Fiery 
FS200/FS200 Pro servers, and Fiery FS300/FS300 Pro. 

¶ Mac OS clients: 

- macOS Xª 10.11 and newer  

- 4 GB of RAM or more recommended  

- 7 GB of available hard drive space 

- Minimum display resolution: 1280 x 1024  

¶ Windows clients:  

- Processor: Pentium 4, 1 GHz or faster processor  

- Microsoft Windows 7 , 8.1, and 10 

- Microsoft Windows Server 2012 and newer  

- 1 GB or more of RAM 

- 16 GB of available hard drive space 

- Minimum display resolution: 12 80 x 1024 

Please note that Fiery Command WorkStation, Fiery Hot Folders, and Fiery Remote Scan do not connect to 

Fiery servers running Fiery System 9 R2 and earlier, or Fiery Central servers. To connect to  those systems, 

users should install Fiery Command WorkStation 5.8. Find out how to downgrade from version 6 to version 

5.8 refer to this document .  

Find out more about the features in versions of C ommand WorkStation released after version 6.1 at 

efi.com/cws . 

Section 508 conformance  

The Section  508 regulation was enacted  in the United States  to eliminate barriers in information technology , 

and to make new opportunit ies available for disabled people .  

The Voluntary Product Accessibility Template, or VPAT ª, is a report that describes Section 508 compliance for 

Feiry Command WorkStation. Obtain the VPAT document here.  

 

http://fiery.efi.com/cws58-reinstall-help
http://efi.com/cws
http://fiery.efi.com/cws-section508
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New f eatures in Fiery Command WorkStation 6  

Easy transition  

Smooth and quick upgrade process  

The upgrade process from Fiery Command WorkStation 5 to 6 offers a smooth and quick transition that 

guarantees users can start operating with version 6 in just a few minutes, after an easy installation process.  

If users have Command WorkStation 5.6, 5.7, or 5.8, they will be notified about version 6 in Fiery Software 

Manager. When install ing version 6, it automatically uninstalls the earlier version.  

Users of Command WorkStation 5.0 through 5.5 can download the Fiery Software Manager from the web at 

www.efi.com/cws . When they run it, they' ll see the option to install version 6.  

The Fiery Software Manager needs to be updated to th e latest version to offer a guided process of the 

upgrade that:  

¶ Uninstalls previous versions of Command WorkStation 5.  

¶ Replaces Fiery Extended Applications with Fiery Command WorkStation Package. This new package 
includes Command WorkStation and Fiery Hot Folders. Fiery Remote Scan is now a standalone 
application, and users will be offered a choice to download and install that application on client 
computers  

Settings retention  

The upgrade from any version of Command WorkStation 5 to version 6 will retain t he following settings so 

users can quickly resume operations.  

For Fiery Command WorkStation:  

¶ Preference settings such as units, language, etc.  

¶ The list of connected servers, so when version 6 launches, it will automatically log in to those servers and 
display them in the server list  

¶ Local presets from Job Properties  

¶ Fiery Impose templates  

¶ Archive locations  

¶ Job list columns  

For Fiery Hot Folders: 

¶ Hot folders with different Job Properties settings, filter settings, Fiery Impose options  

For Fiery Remote Scan: 

¶ Folder mapping  

¶ Previously connected servers  

http://efi.com/cws
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Welcome tour  

Command WorkStation 6 offers a welcome tour that walks users 

through the main changes in the new interface, so they get 

acquainted quickly and can navigate through the new Command 

WorkStation with confidence.  

The tour starts automatically in Job Center the first time Command 

WorkStation opens, and is always available from the Help menu for 

quick review.  

 

More intuitive and easy to use  

Modern and clean user interface  

Command WorkStation 6 offers a new user interface 

that looks cleaner and is consistent with many modern 

applications. It offers a navigation flow that goes from 

left to right, starting from the list of connected servers, 

to the job list, to job -specific informatio n on the far 

right.  

All plug -in applications in Command WorkStation, Fiery 

Hot Folders, and Fiery Remote Scan have been updated 

to be consistent with the new design and navigation 

flow.  

 

Sidebar 

Command WorkStation introduces a new na vigation sidebar, and shows 

users new screens including Home, Job Center, plus Apps and Resources. 

The new screens help increase product knowledge, simplify access to 

additional tools and resources, and increase visibility into key productivity 

metrics.  

Home screen 

Command WorkStation 6 offers new ways to gain quick insight and better 

visibility into current print operations. Visit the New tools for production 

managers section below to learn more about Home screen. 

Apps and Resources screen 

The Apps and Resources screen facilitates access to  and knowledge about 

new Fiery tools. It lets users easily see Fiery tools already available that can 

make a difference in their day -to-day operations.  

Apps and Resources provides one -click access to curre ntly installed Fiery applications such as Fiery Hot 

Folders, Fiery Remote Scan, and Fiery Color Profiler Suite. It also adds one-click access to free educational 

resources at Learning@EFI, the on -demand, 24/7, anytime, anywhere platform for  the extensive EFI online 

training curriculum .  

Welcome tour  

Job Center screen  

Sidebar 

http://learning.efi.com/
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Access to free trials and downloads  

The Apps and Resources pane of Fiery Command WorkStation now includes links to free tr ials and downloads 

of Fiery options (where applicable), and an easy way to check which Fiery workflow software is supported for 

your Fiery  server model.   

 

Job Center screen 

The Job Center is the main work area of Command WorkStation and a central ised place to access jobs before 

going to print. It allows users to view all connected Fiery servers and manage all jobs.  

In the new Job Center, the queues (for example, hold, printed, or archived) are now listed under the server 

name. This opens up more space for the main job list, so that more jobs can be displayed at one time, and 

users can find jobs more quickly.  

 

 

Apps and Resources screen 

Job Center screen  
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More efficient and productive  

Automatically remove raster  

In previous versions, users had to manually select Remove Raster from the Actions menu  before Fiery 

Impose, Fiery Compose, Fiery JobMaster, Fiery Image Enhance Visual  Editor, plus Process and Hold were 

available in the Actions menu for processed jobs.  Now, Fiery Command WorkStation automatically discards 

rasters for faster access to makeready settings.  

The following options are now available for processed jobs:  

¶ Fiery Impose 

¶ Fiery Compose 

¶ Fiery JobMaster 

¶ Fiery Image Enhance Visual Editor  

¶ Process and Hold 

When a user selects any of these options, for example Fiery Impose, Fiery Command WorkStation warns that 

the rasters will be automatically discarded, so that the job needs to be processed again before printing. Fiery 

Command  WorkStation removes the raster before opening the job in Fiery Impose.  

The Job Properties action bu tton is also updated so that the Process and Hold option is available , even for 

processed jobs, allowing users to reprocess and hold. This saves time when selecting features in Job 

Properties that cannot be  applied until the job is reprocessed.  

 

Fast Reprint  

Administrators can keep the raster files for jobs in the Printed queue. 

When the user needs to reprint those jobs, the files start printing the 

instant jobs are sent to print, without re -RIPping. 

Fast Reprint  is on by default and can be disabled from the Configure 

menu, as the screenshot on the right shows.  

This is a great feature when users need to print one copy of a job as a 

proof, and then print it again for productio n. All they have to do is 

change the copy count.  

 

Start printing jobs in the Print  queue in an instant  

Job preview for all jobs  

Fiery Command WorkStation now displays a job preview for all jobs. The preview lets users see the first page 

of the job , so they can easily identify  and find jobs faster. Previewing jobs doesnƍt impact the Fiery server 

performance, so the feature is always turned on.  

This feature works on external servers running FS300 Pro with  PostScript, PDF, PDF/VT, TIF, and EPS files (but 

not PPML). 

Option to disable Fast Reprint from Configure  
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Job preview  for all jobs  

Job search functions  

Command WorkStation offers more ways to search jobs. This helps users find jobs faster to take quicker 

action. They can also custom ise job views to specific needs such as prioritization and print production 

planning. The four search functions are:  

1. Simple search 

2. Advanced search 

3. Custom filters  

4. Custom views  

 

Simple search 

Simple search lets users find jobs containing the search text in any of the columns theyƍve selected for 

the current view. For example, if the user types ƏLetter,Ɛ the search finds jobs that have the word ƏLetterƐ 

in the job title, and also jobs that have ƏLetterƐ in the paper-size column.  

 

 

Advanced search  

For Advanced Search, simply click on the arrow next to the simple search 

section. Users can search using multiple criteria (columns) simultaneously. 

The columns listed in the Advanced Search window are the same as the 

columns listed on the current job list.  

If users want to retain that search criteria for their daily operations, they 

have the option to save the results of an advanced search as filters, and as 

a view. 

Watch video 
fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-

videos/job -search 

Simple search 

http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5446644587001
http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5446644587001
http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5446644587001
http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5446644587001
http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5446644587001
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/job-search
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Custom filters  

Users can create custom filters when they need to 

find jobs in the currently selected queue (Held, Print, 

or others), that comply with an advanced search 

criteria. All existing filters are available by clicking the 

filter icon near the search bar.  

For example, a user can apply a filter for a list of 

incoming jobs (Held queue) with a specific pa per 

size, so they can priorit ise production.  

 

Custom views  

In addition to filters, users can create views to find jobs that comply with specific advanced search 

criteria and consider jobs in all queues. All custom views are listed under the default queues on the server 

list. Users can create up to 10 custom views.  

Views are a great way to create a job list of all jobs in all queues, so users can see dynamic changes in 

job status in the same job list. They do this by simply opening Advanced Search , clicking OK without 

entering any search parameter, and then saving the search as a view.  

 

 

 

List of filters  

List of custom views  

Advanced search  
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Set Defaults 

Command WorkStation offers administrators an easy way to change 

the default Job Properties settings for a specific server.  

Administrators can access Set Defaults from the Server menu.  

Set Defaults uses the same interface as Job Properties, and settings 

are applied to jobs waiting to print on the Print and Held queues. 

These settings th en act as the defaults for future job presets or 

Virtual Printers.  

Administrators can lock settings to ensure that users donƍt modify 

those settings when using Virtual Printers and jobs follow standard 

procedures.  

With the Set Default feature, administrators have easy control of 

default settings and can guarantee that all jobs use consistent 

settings to comply with standard print requirements.  

Colour  management defaults  

Set Defaults is also the new place to edit colour  

management defaults. This way all job settings use the 

same familiar Job Properties user interface.  

To facilitate the transition to this, Command WorkStation 

6 keeps the Color Management tab under COLOR SETUP 

in the Device Center, which now offers an access point to 

the Set Defaults feature from that tab. There, users can 

also find easy access to help documentation about colour  

settings and other learning resources.  

 

Colour  settings in Job Properties  

The COLOR tab in Fiery Command 

WorkStation 6 now presents all the 

colour  settings in one location for 

faster setup without having to open 

additional windows.  

The new COLOR tab presents all 

settings on the main screen, 

grouped in three areas, in order of 

importance.  

The first area shows the colour  mode selection and the 

output profile. The output profile shows the date when the 

calibration was done for the paper as sociated with the output 

profile, so users can decide whether they need to do a new 

calibration.  

After this, the Color input area displays the settings for the 

RGB/LAB, CMYK, and spot -colour  input sources.  

Watch video 
fiery.efi.com/CWS6-

express 

Access to Set Defaults 

 

Color Management tab in Device Center  

COLOR tab in Job Properties Ɗ Color input  

Watch video 
fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-

videos/colour -settings 

 

http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5445600709001
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5441822370001
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express
http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/color-settings
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The third area is for Color settings , with features for advanced 

users or very specific colour -rendering needs. All these 

selections are available in fewer clicks, with no need to go to 

additional screens.  

The COLOR tab also has links to help content about colour  

settings, as well as educational resources to learn more about 

the new layout for colour  settings. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In- line editing  

Users can change key job settings without opening Job Properties. In Command 

WorkStation 6, this function is now in the Job Summary pane to improve the speed 

and precision of edits.  

This allows users to quickly edit job settings such as 

job name or number of copies, and to apply an 

automated workflow. The che ck and X icons 

provide more precise editing, avoiding errors and 

waste due to entering the wrong print settings.  

 

 

 

 

New tools for production managers  

Home screen 

The new Home screen provides  at-a-glance status of all connected Fiery ser vers and a snapshot of key print -

production statistics.  

Server status 

Users in a multiple -printer environment can monitor their Fiery servers from a single view to  see: 

o A fast, high-level view of the current state of Fiery servers 

o The status of what's bein g printed on every printer in the shop  

o An alert if a printer requires immediate attention  

 

COLOR tab in Job Properties Ɗ Color settings  

In- line editing  

Watch video 
fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-

videos/inline -editing  

http://fiery.efi.com/CWS6-express-videos/inline-editing
http://players.brightcove.net/1263232659001/SyZQKCmbl_default/index.html?videoId=5446634349001
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Quick production metrics  

The Home screen also offers a snapshot of key print -production statistics during the last week. The 

production statistics are presented in two 

charts. 

In the first chart, users can toggle 

between jobs and impressions. The jobs 

chart tracks the number of jobs printed 

and cancelled per day. The impressions 

chart show s the number of pages 

produced each day, and displays colour  

and black-and-white impressions in 

different colour s to show variations in the 

click combination.  

The second chart tracks media usage per 

day. It reports the first five most 

commonly used media in the week, using 

different colour s for easy identification.  

If users want to gain even more visibility into print operations, they can use Fiery Navigator, a cloud -

based platform with  powerful print analytics and features that allow them to compare performance and 

efficiency across devices. Fiery Navigator is free for t he first three Fiery servers. Get started by 

downloading the agent from Fiery Software Manager.  

These key production statistics can help managers:  

o Identify at a glance when any printers need attention due to print errors or paper jams  

o Gain visibility into key production metrics to make proactive management decisions  

o Gain better operational control over multiple engines, with a quick overview of all Fiery servers  

o Quickly see printer performance over the last week  

Fiery Updates 

Timely software updates are cri tical for optimal operation of Fiery servers. Command WorkStation offers 

administrators a way to get notifications, downloads, and installation of approved and released Fiery system 

updates. 

Administrators access Fiery Updates through 

the Device Center an d can perform updates, 

even from remote client computers. This 

way, they can even update  Fiery servers that 

may not be connected to the internet. At the 

Fiery Updates screen, administrators  can also 

see all the patches and service packs available 

and waiti ng to be installed for external or 

embedded servers  

Fiery Updates ensures the right sequence of 

patch updates to guarantee effective 

installation and avoid incompatibilities.  

In addition, Fiery Updates provides an easy 

way to update Fiery  API software. To 

determine if a Fiery server can receive 

updates using Fiery Updates in Command 

WorkStation, users need to simply check the 

Fiery Updates tab on a client  computer  

connected to the internet to see the list of updates available.  

Home view  

Fiery Updates 
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Fiery Ticker  

Fiery Ticker is a visual screensaver-type application 

that runs locally on a Fiery external server that is 

GUI enabled (also known as FACI enabled) using a 

monitor, keyboard , and mouse .  

Fiery Ticker shows processing and printing  speeds, 

pages remaining for the current job, error 

messages, and tray information. It is installed as 

part of the Fiery Command WorkStation  Package 

on external Fiery servers running System 9 and 

later. Fiery Ticker will run automatically, providing 

an at-a-glance view of the activity status of Fiery 

systems when an operator is not directly using the 

Fiery server. The user can also initiate the Fiery 

Ticker view directly from the Command 

WorkStation. 

 

 
Fiery Ticker shows that printing was suspended.  

Fiery Ticker integrates with the traditional Fiery blue bar on the top of the screen . There, it also gives users 

quick access to Fiery applications such as Command WorkStation  and Fiery Hot Folders, can change the 

colour  theme ; or apply job and server management  actions such as to cancel processing or printing, or 

server actions such as restarting the server.  

 
Fiery Ticker bar showing Fiery server status at a glance  

 

Fiery Ticker displays shortcuts to key Fiery applications and quick access to job management an d server actions . 

Fiery Ticker progress 



Fiery FS300 / FS300 Pro print servers Ɗ Product guide  

November, 2018 ¦ Copyright 2018 | ELECTRONICS FOR IMAGING INC 57 of 166 

 

Benefits: 
¶ Allows production monitoring from a distance, giving users greater flexibility  

¶ Gives users a quick visual look at what the Fiery server is doing, allowing them  to perform  
other tasks at the same time , and boosting productivity  

¶ Increases user productivity, offering quick access to the most frequently used Fiery applications  and 
information  

Fiery Go  

Fiery Go allows users to monitor and manage Fiery Driven printers from 

anywhere  with  their smart phone o r tablet. Using Fiery Go, users can 

perform multiple job actions such as importing, printing, deleting, 

previewing , and defining job attributes. The app sends alerts about 

consumable status, errors in the print job, paper jams , and more  Ƌ so 

that users can take immediate action.  

Fiery Go provides  more flexibility and allows staff to multitask for a 

more efficient workplace and higher productivity. The app is simple to 

use, takes just minutes to deploy , and is free.  

To download Fiery Go and to get additional information , visit Apple 

iTunes store at https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fiery -

go/id672206364?ls=1&mt=8  or Google play store at  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.efi.fierygo   

For additional information on technical requirements and a video tour , 

refer to http://fiery.efi.com/fierygo   

Benefits: 
¶ Allows users to manage the jobs on Fiery servers from anywhere  

¶ Offers the flexibility to multitask for a more efficient workplace  

Fiery WebTools  

Fiery WebToolsƛ delivers basic browser -based device monitoring and management  for users who  donƍt 

need the sophistication of Command WorkStation. WebTools  is hosted on the Fiery server  and can be access 

with any web browser by entering the Fiery serverƍs IP address. It delivers pertinent information on print and 

printer status at any web-capable client  workstation . It also allows users to:  

 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fiery-go/id672206364?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fiery-go/id672206364?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.efi.fierygo
http://fiery.efi.com/fierygo
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¶ Download Ƌ install print drivers and applications  on the client workstation  

¶ Access document s Ƌ user-authenticated access to jobs in mailboxes, ability to download print jobs to the 
Fiery server, and basic job management  

¶ Configure Ƌ allows the administrator to configure the Fiery server  

¶ Fiery System Restore Ƌ lets users back up a Fiery server for quick recovery later from images stored on the 
local hard disk, or from a bootable USB drive  

Benefits: 
¶ Gives administrators and users flexible control, from complex production runs to individual print jobs  

¶ Gives access from  any client workstation without requiring additional software installation  

International support  

Language support  

Fiery servers runnin g Fiery FS300 and FS300 Pro system software come local ised for  the following languages: 

English, French, Italian, German, Spanish, Brazilian Portuguese, Dutch, Russian, Polish, Turkish, Czech, 

Japanese, traditional Chinese, simplified Chinese, and Korean. Check your Fiery serverƍs datasheet or ask your 

Fiery vendor for a list of the supported languages.  

Dynamic Language Change  

The Dynamic Language Change feature allows technicians and administrators to change the Microsoft 

Windows language on the Fiery server, without having to reload Windows . This feature saves time during the 

installation and setup process. Administrators and technicians can switch the language using the Fiery 

Configure application, and the new language is displayed after the Fiery server reboots.   

In addition, th is feature improves th e behavior of Fiery Configure and other related applications in a mixed -

language environment. Such environments  could include using English Fiery software with systems of non -

English client  wo rkstations . The handling of double -byte file names is also improved by the addition of UTF -8 

support. In Command WorkStation, users can specify language preferences after the installation.  

Benefits: 
¶ Improves productivity at installation and in the initial setup 

¶ Improves the application behavior in mixed-language environments and the display of double -byte 
characters in file names , such as those for  the Chinese, Japanese, and Korean languages 

Improved i nternational support  

Users can change the language in C ommand WorkStation and Fiery Hot Folders Ƌ independent of the Fiery 

server. Each user can run Command WorkStation on a client workstation in the ir preferred language by 

simply changing it in Preferences.  

The Command WorkStation print job interface can also  display the appropriate format for date, numbers, 

units of measurement, default paper sizes , and colour  profiles for European and Asian regions.  
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Configuring regional settings  

 

Setting language preferences in Command WorkStation  

Fiery servers now also recogn ise double -byte file names. Print providers printing files with double -byte 

characters, such as those used in Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Hebrew, Turkish , and Russian character sets, will 

now find their file names preserved correctly in Command WorkSt ation and  in the Job Log .  

 

 Double -byte file names on Command WorkStation  

Benefits: 
¶ Displays regional paper sizes and dates for a more user -friendly experience  

¶ Speeds up first-time language setup of server and Command WorkStation client  workstation  

¶ Provides flexibility to use Command WorkStation in the userƍs preferred language, regardless of the Fiery 
server language 

¶ Improves usability in double -byte font environments  
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Global Units  

Global Units adds a new item to the Command WorkStation preferences, allow ing the user to specify 

preferred units of measure as millimeters, inches , or points.  

This setting then influences the default units displayed for all purchased software products  in the Job 

Properties and Command WorkStation  6 user interface. Users can still override the selection inside Job 

Properties if they wish to specify a value in a different measurement unit. This feature also enforces 

consistency across unit boxes . For example, each control presents two integers and two decimal places , such 

as Ə12.05." 

Each connected Command WorkStation client could have different settings.  

The areas affected by the Units preference include:  

¶ Job Properties Ƌ all items that allow a measurement unit to be specified  

¶ Image shift  

¶ Custom page sizes 

¶ Margins 

¶ Trim  

¶ Booklet Maker 

¶ Impose   

¶ JobMaster 

¶ Compose  

¶ Paper Catalog 

¶ Tray alignment  

Benefit:  
¶ Allows users to set their measurement 

preference in one place and have it reflected 
across their whole user experience  

 

Global Units preference setting in Command WorkStation  
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Fiery Workflow Suite: M akeready  solutions  

Producing manuals, calendars, personal ised cards, business cards, newsletters, tickets and coupons, forms , 

and catalogs can help printers build their business and offer value -added services. These higher-profit jobs 

help printers differentiate services from competitors, and from what customers can do on their own.  

But, in order to ensure a profitable and efficient operation, printers need a solution thatƍs easy to use, adapts 

to their environment, and protects the ir profi t margin by reducing errors and waste.  

To help do that, Fiery Workflow Suite includes Fiery makeready components  put robust document imposition 

and composition tools under one visual interface , right at prepress userƍs fingertips, using the Fiery Command 

WorkStation interface users already work with. These plug - in applications include Fiery Impose, Fiery 

JobMaster, and Fiery Compose.    

Fiery makeready tools offer printers a flexible solution that can be available to either the local press operators , 

or the remote prepress specialists Ƌ without the need to  invest in a dedicated desktop client.  The unified 

workspace for all document - layout tasks simplif ies labor- intensive document preparation act ivities and 

shorten s job setup times for  even the most complex jobs.  

Fiery makeready solutions feature set comparison  

Fiery makeready features Fiery Impose Fiery Compose Fiery JobMaster 

Fiery Command WorkStation  plug-in 

(Mac/Windows ) 

V V V 

Central ised WYSISYG view V V V 

Include Adobe Acrobat and Enfocus Pitstop  V V V 

Paper Catalog integration  V V V 

Job export for printing on any device  V V V 

Gangup and booklet imposition  V 
  

Variable data printing support  V 
  

Imposition automation  V   

Mixed finishing sets programming  
 

V V 

Chapter creation  
 

V V 

Tab insertion  
 

V V 

Convert to gray scale 
 

V V 

Scan image import and cleanup  
  

V 

Advanced page numbering  (includes 

custom header, footer , and date stamping) 

  
V 

Page editing (masking, rotation, size) 
  

V 

Bleed-edge tab creation  
  

V 

Auto tabs  
  

V 

Tab sets creation w ith  images 
  

V 

Tab conversion and insertion in one job  
  

V 
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New features in Fiery makeready products  

New versions of Fiery Impose, Compose, and JobMaster are included in 

the Command WorkStation 6 download. These new versions of Fiery 

makeready products will enable users to produce high -value print 

products more profitably, in less time, and with fewer clicks.  

There are features that help simplify imposition layout creation and  

automation setup, making it easier for users to create new layout 

templates and automate job imposition.  

Users also gain more control over late -stage edits, without the need to 

go back to designers for content modification. This will speed up 

turnaround t ime and help print shops achieve higher profitability.  

New features include  these usability enhancements : 

¶ Fiery Impose 

- Gangup automation by media size  

- Auto page rotation  

- Presets for marks 

- Mixed Media for VDP booklet covers  

- 30-day free trials  

¶ Fiery JobMaster 

- Image stamping  

- Import scanned pages  

- Page offset 

- 30-day free trials  

Usability enhancements  

There are six great new features that improve the ease of use in all Fiery makeready solutions:  

1. Easier preference setting  

2. Preserve window and pane size  

3. Show media colour  

4. Enhanced page insertion  

5. Faster job saves 

6. Quicker sheet size selection  

Easier preference setting  

User preferences for Impose, Compose, and 

JobMaster can now be managed from within those 

applications. This way, users can control their 

preferences without leaving the makeready 

application.  

Fiery Impose adds a barcode format preference, 

specifically for Duplo finishers with 3 -digit barcode 

support.  

The new Fiery JobMaster preferences include options 

that help speed up job assembly:  

¶ Add chapter start when dropping files into  page 
view Ƌ Many times, users insert entire chapters or sections in  to a job. If  this preference is checked, 
JobMaster will automatically add a chapter start to the first page of each d ropped file, saving clicks and 
time. 

Preferences in Impose, Compose, and JobMaster  
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¶ Check inserted PDF document for scanned content Ƌ For users who frequently need to clean up scanned 
PDF documents using Fiery JobMaster, the application will pop up the Preview and Edit window when 
JobMaster detects scanned images in an imported PDF.  

¶ Show scanned content message Ƌ This preference gives users an option to review and clean up scanned 
images when they are detected in the imported files. This is useful to review and edit scanned files 
occasionally, rather th an all the time, and helps speed up the import process when no preview is required.  

Preserve window and pane size  

Different users have different ways they prefer to preview jobs and to access makeready tools.  

Now Fiery Impose, Compose, JobMaster, Preview, and Raster Preview preserve the window size and layout of 

the different panes so that users have a consistent experience when re -opening the Command WorkStation 

application. Users can preserve:  

¶ Size and location of the main window  

¶ Separation bar positions  

¶ State of collapsible panes 

¶ Zoom levels, including thumbnail -size levels 

Preserving preferences in the interface layout not only makes Command WorkStation easier to use, it also 

saves time because users donƍt have to repeatedly  set up their preferred view.  

 

 

Preserve window and pane size  

Show media colour  

This feature displays the colour  of the media in the Sheet View pane, 

for a visual confirmation of the media selection and fast media 

identification in long documents. It also gives a quick preview of the 

printed output. This gives users:  

¶ Fast media identification  

¶ Fewer errors in media a ssignments, with better visual 
confirmation  

¶ A way to easily spot different media colour s set for sheet(s) in a 
job  

Show media colour  
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Page insertion enhancements  

When assembling a long document, it is sometimes hard to 

insert new pages by dragging and dropping them into the 

exact location by scrolling in the Page View. The Insert 

Page interface provides users with a way to specify exactly 

where to insert the selected page(s). With it , inserting a 

page into a  specific  location in a hundred -page docum ent 

is a breeze. 

 

 

 

 

 

Faster job saves  

We've streamlined t he save job interface. The save dialogue  

now remembers the last settings used when saving a job, 

making future selections faster.  

 

 

 

 

Quicker  sheet size selection  

It can be a time -consuming and tedious task to scroll through the long list of 

sheet sizes to pick out the right size, and repeat it for every job a user sets up. 

This new feature speeds up the sheet size selection by remembering the last 

five sheet sizes used. For each layout mode, (compose, normal, booklet, 

gangup layout), users have a separate last -used sheet-size list 

 

 

 

Page insertion options  

Sheet size selection 

Save options 
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Fiery Impose  

Imposition errors in complex jobs are costly and drain time from 

tight production schedules. Fiery Impose streamlines and 

automates the imposition process, making production more 

efficient. The optional  Impose software launches on Command 

WorkStation 6, so it can run on the userƍs computer desktop or 

locally at the Fiery server.  

Fiery Impose offers multiple workflows to optim ise and automate 

the layout of multi -up jobs ; considering  the properties of the 

source file, media size , and other considerations.  Fiery Impose is 

an intuitive and fully visual  solution , designed for production 

environments. It provides a flexible layout imposition  solution 

that can be available to either the local press specialists or the 

remote prepress operator , without the need to  invest in a 

dedicated desktop client.  The robust toolset delivers a fast, 

automated approach to tedious, time -consuming tasks that leave users open to errors. It extends the driver -

based imposition capabilities offered by Booklet Maker , and includes content -editing capabilities without 

modifying native files or adding/deleting pages.  

With Impose, variable data jobs with multiple records of varing length can be imposed in specific sequences 

to produce a variety of products  such as booklets, books, coupons , and business cards.  

Productivity features streamline workflow and leverage automation. Users can create unlimited user-

definable imposition templates ; and can apply imposition templates from Job Properties , Fiery Hot Folders, 

Virtual Printers , and Fiery JobFlow .  

Fiery Impose has a quick and easy  way to  view thumbnails , or full -screen previews of actual page content in 

the imposition signature. It also offers page and sheet view s of the imposed job.  In addition, u sers can 

manage the production of imposed jobs with mixed -media requirements.  

Features of Fiery Impose:  

The solution works with the Fiery Command WorkStation  
 6 interface, and lets users perform a wide array of 

imposition tasks at the Fiery server or remotely on Windows  or Macintosh client  works tation s. 

¶ Unlimited imposition templates: Creates and saves custom templates for reuse, eliminating redundant 
tasks and reducing errors  

¶ User Defined Finish Size: Honors the designerƍs intent by automatically detecting the trim and bleed boxes 
defined in the source document  

¶ Document assembly and edit : Displays thumbnails and full -screen previews , adds and deletes pages, 
offers last-minute text and image editing  

¶ VDP workflows : Includes raster preview, sample proof printing , and a control strip for quick identification 
of spoiled sheets  

¶ Unique cut and stack: Allow s users to start cutting, sorting , and packing before jobs finish printing  

¶ PDF archive : Archives imposed jobs as PDF files for easier reprinting  

¶ Gangup styles: Has traditional unique and repeat, and other gangup styles available for VDP and non -VDP 
jobs 

¶ Gangup automation by media size : Calculates the best layout (n-up and orientation) on the fly  using the 
Based on Trim Box finish size, considering a given media size. 

¶ Nonprintable area indicator : Detects overlap of image and nonprintable area to  adjust layout before 
RIPping 

¶ Define scaling factor : Provides increased control over scaling options  

¶ Delivery options : Changes the output sequence to optim ise the finishing process  

¶ Cover setup: Dynami cally adjusts pagination by inserting the required blank pages for front and back 
cover inside pages  

Fiery Impose fully visual and interactive interface  
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¶ Mixed Media: Specifies media assignment from interface with visual reference to final content, reducing 
errors 

¶ Mixed Media for VDP booklet covers : Allows users to set media for the covers of VDP booklets that is 
different than the body pages  

¶ Paper Catalog definition : Defines custom media  and adds them to the Paper Catalog to make media 
specification faster and easier  

¶ Booklet Maker support : Supports driver -based imposition through Booklet Maker, allowing jobs to move 
between Impose and Booklet Maker  

¶ Measurement tool : Determines the distance between two reference points on a sheet  

¶ Creep adjustment : Adjusts for creep to deliver straight, aligned text throughout  a multi -page document  

¶ Customizable trim and fold marks: Defines the colour , length, width , and type of  trim and fold marks 
independently ; and creates presets for faster setup in future jobs  

¶ Add, delete, and duplicate sheets: Inserts custom text for blank pages and adds, deletes , or duplicates 
imposed images without going back to the source document  

¶ Multi -up support : Offers imposition styles of up to 25 rows and 25 columns to optim ise paper use for 
small items. Saves on click charges with page double -up feature  

¶ Auto page rotation : Automatically detect s and rotate s pages in a job to ensure that all pages have the 
same orientation  

¶ 30-day free trials : Offers users a chance to experience Fiery Impose for free before purchase at 
efi.com/fieryimpose  

¶ Late-stage editing:  Allows users to a pply last -minute edits with Adobeª Acrobatª Pro and Enfocus Pitstop 
Edit 

 

For additional information on Fiery Impose, visit efi.com/fieryimpose . 

Benefits: 
¶ Provides a flexible makeready solution that  can be available to either local press operators or remote 

prepress specialists, without the need to invest in a dedicated desktop clien t 

¶ Reduces print errors and saves significant time with job previews of printed output  

¶ Minim ises the complexity of imposing VDP documents  

¶ Includes booklet imposition and mixed -media settings preview for a more  accurate softproof, ensuring 
imposed jobs are printed correctly the first time  

¶ Handles last-minute text and image editing with powerful PDF editing capabilities  

¶ Simplifies page merging with drag -and-drop ease, and improves accuracy with specified placement in 
long documents   

User Defined Finish Size  

Designers typically design documents to be printed based on their final finished, or trimmed, size. This finish 

size is often smaller than the sheet size on which they are printed. The PDF definition of the final finish size is 

the Ətrim box.Ɛ In addition, designers may define content to bleed beyond the final finished size. This bleed-

box value gives the user and finishing equipment some latitude in finishing the document to prevent 

unexpected white space between the specified finish size and actual trimme d size. The imposition of the job, 

including placement of trim marks, is based on the finish size of the job.  

Previously, users had to set up files for imposition by using Fiery Impose bleed values to set the finish size. 

Additionally, users or designers sometimes needed to modify original files and define a custom page size to 

define a bleed, which affected the positioning of content on the page.  

With Command WorkStation, Fiery Impose takes advantage of the designer -defined trim box and bleed-box 

informat ion incorporated in the file. The user can select User Defined as the Finish Size setting. This maps the 

trim -box value in the file to the Impose Finish Size setting. The system also reads and applies the bleed value 

defined in the document.  

http://www.efi.com/fieryimpose
http://www.efi.com/fieryimpose
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Support for designer-defined trim  and bleed definitions means the print operator does not have to spend 

time determining the finish size and bleed size in Impose , or make modifications to the original file to impose 

and print the file. With the User Defined Finish Size feature, Impose automatically imposes the job based on 

the designersƍ finish size definition. 

In addition , Impose can accurately impose and print jobs composed of several PDF files with unique trim  and 

bleed sizes, and page (media box) sizes.  

 
 User Defined Finish Size controls  

 

PDF definitions for bleed and trim marks  

Benefits: 
¶ Improves usability , as the designer defines the desired trim  and bleed sizes in the document, and allows 

imposition to  be done with  files containing different trim  and bleed sizes 

¶ Eliminates the need to modify original documents for faster imposition job setup and a tighter focus on 
production  

¶ Saves time and money by reducing miscommunication and print errors  
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User Defined Finish Size preference  

With the User Defined Finish Size preference in Fiery Impose, operators who always want to impose jobs 

based on the user -defined finish size (trim box), rather than on the default crop box, have a way to specify 

either crop box or user -defined finish size for all jobs opened in Impose. This gives users two options for 

imposing jobs: the crop box and the trim box. The new preference allows operators to choose a  default  

imposition method.  

 

Choose the defaults for Fiery Impose.  

Benefits: 
¶ Provides additional flexibility  

¶ Allows the user to select a setting in Preferences and maintain that setting, never having to change it in 
Impose again  

Layout Offset  

Layout Offset moves the entire layout on the sheet surface to accommodate additional space required  by 

finishers for gripping or trimming a sheet. Using the Layout Offset option, users can define the distance 

between  the edge of the sheet and the layout trim box , in all four sides, so that the layout is off -centered. 

Save the Layout Offset  settings in Fiery Impose  templates, so that you can use these settings for future jobs 

with workflow automation.  

Custom Sheet Margins  

This feature allows users to define margins on each side of a selected sheet size. Layout margin is  the 

distance between the sheet edge and the layout edge. By default, the sheet margin is the non -printable area.  

Users can adjust these margins to maxim ise the layout area and meet the margin requirements of an offline  

finisher. 
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Automation workflow support  

This section clarifies licensing requirements by Fiery system software and automation workflow type.  

A Fiery Impose license is always required wherever users create an imposition template. Licensing 

requirements differ when using imposition templat es, depending on the type of finish size chosen for the 

template.  

Requirements for User Defined and Based on Trim Box finish size  

¶ Fiery Hot Folders and Fiery JobFlow require a Fiery Impose license on the client  workstation  

¶ Virtual Printers, Server Presets, and Job Properties require a Fiery Impose license on the Fiery server (FS200 
Pro and above only)  
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Fiery system 
version 

To use Impose templates  for  

User Defined and Based on Trim Box finish sizes  

Requires Impose license 
installed on the client  

computer  

Requires Impose license  
installed on the Fiery server 

 

Hot Folders JobFlow  
Job 

Properties 
Server 
Presets 

Virtual 
Printers 

FS200 Pro, FS300 Pro V V V V V 

FS300, FS200,  
FS150 Pro / FS150,  
FS100 Pro /FS100  
System 10 / 10e 

V V 
Not 

supported  
Not 

supported  
Not 

supported  

Starting with Fiery FS200 Pro system software, users no longer need to upgrade their Fiery server to benefit 

from new imposition capabilities ; especially imposition automation with User Defined and Based on Trim Box 

finish size templates through Job Properties, Server Preset , and Virtual Printers. Fiery users can get new 

capabilities built for these finish sizes, simply by:  

¶ Installing the latest Fiery Command WorkStation version on the Fiery server  

¶ Activating a Fiery Impose lice nse on the Fiery server for server -based workflows  

Duplo s upport for barcode and r egistration m arks  

Fiery servers support the Duplo USA DC-615, DC-616, DC-645, DC646, DC746, and DC745 offline finishers. 

Fiery servers can print preconfigured barcode and registration marks in the upper right corner of a sheet. The 

barcodes and registration marks tell  the Duplo finisher how to position its blades, cutters , and creasers to 

finish  the document appropriately. This feature also allows operators to offset the sheet contents away from 

the Duplo registration marks to prevent trimming of job content.  

  

 Duplo DC-645 slitter/cutter/creas er 

 

Barcode reader automatically sets up preprogra mmed jobs.  
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Impose settings include definition of registration mark and barcode.  

Benefits: 
¶ Increases productivity by working with industry -standard Duplo finishers 

¶ Saves times and minim ises waste with automatic positioning of  Duplo  finishers 

Duplo imposition layout o ptions  

The new Duplo imposition layouts  are intended for post -processing with a Duplo offline finisher. The  new  

layouts handle the PDF formats most commonly finished with these Duplo offline finisher s.  

 

The new selections are Duplo long-edge and Duplo short -edge impositions for non -VDP PDF and PostScript  files. 

Benefit:  
¶ Extends Duplo offline finisher support to streamline print production from job prep to finishing  
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Print marks on front surface only  

The checkbox Print mark s on front surface only at the bottom of the 

Marks window of Fiery Impose , prevents the printing of trim and fold 

marks, job labels, and blank page text on the back of a page when 

shops are using duplex printing. Because trim marks are only 

necessary on one side of a page, this prevents unwanted marks on the 

second side of a duplex page.  

Benefit:  
¶ Prevents unwanted marks that might not be trimmed off if the 
marks donƍt line up exactly on both sides of a duplex page 

 

25x25 gangup  

The Fiery Impose gangup row and column repeat limit has been 

extended to 25x25. An added wireframe preview provides fast 

previews for gangups over 10x10. Printers often request this feature  Ƌ 

especially for printing stamps, tickets , and thumbnails on one page.  

Benefit:  
¶ Saves paper and click count with higher gangup repeats on one 

larger sheet of paper  

 

Gangup finish -edge selection  

Print applications such as wall calendars and some financial statements , that are imposed for  top -bound  

finishing, require all back pages to rotate 180 degrees in order to show the correct page orientation for the 

finished spread.  

Before, designers could manually rotate the back page for individual sheets when producing the fi le to print . 

This new feature makes the rotation automatic for all back pages in a gangup imposition. Just choose the 

new Top binding edge selection when imposing a job with duplex gangup -repeat, unique -collate cut , or 

Duplo styles .  

           

Calendars using gangup -repeat imposition style and top binding edge 

Setting up print marks for surface only  

Print mark on front surface only check box  
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Gangup finish -edge selection is enabled when choosing Gangup, Repeat, and Duplex: On settings. See how the pages on 
the back of sheet 1 were rotated 180 degrees.  

Benefits: 
¶ Improves user productivity and throughput when using preset -based workflows such as Fiery Hot Folders, 

Virtual Printers , and JobFlow  

¶ The settings can be saved as a Fiery Impose template so that users can automate page rotations for 
upcoming regular or VDP jobs that requ ire duplex with top -finished edge  

Gangup automation by media size  

Gangup imposition templates can use the new Based 

on Trim Box finish size that uses the trim box defined 

in the document. Fiery Impose calculates the best 

layout (n -up and orientation) on the fly, considering 

the desired media size.  

Based on Trim Box finish size reads the trim box of 

the first page of the document , and disables the row 

and column fields. When the user selects the sheet 

size, Impose automatically calculates the row and 

colum n values to maxim ise the sheet surface.  

The best-fit for gangup feature can be saved as a 

template to automate layout. However,  gangup 

unique and repeat is a different layout type. Each 

type require s a separate template per media size. 

Even with that, users will  have fewer gangup templates to manage, with 

only one imposition template per gangup type and sheet size.  

Imposition templates created with the Based on Trim Box finish size 

setting can be used in Fiery Hot Folders  and Fiery JobFlow* workflows.  

For example, users can set up a single hot folde r for 13x19-inch media to 

process business cards and post cards. Fiery Impose will produce the 

best-fit layout for  each product size, while maximizing the paper usage. 

This type  of workflow will greatly reduce the time and effort required to 

set up gangup automation  

Based on Trim Box finished size  
























































































































































































