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Housekeeping

• Welcome! We'll begin shortly

• All attendees are on mute

• If you need support, have any questions or comments please 
write us on the chat or Q&A

• Our Fiery team is here to help!

• This webinar is being recorded

• Resources, slides, and the recording will be emailed to you
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Poll question 1

What level of color management for print 

does your company perform?

– We only use factory default profiles

– We use factory default profiles and recalibrate

– We have custom calibrations and profiles

– We create custom calibrations and profiles, 

and recalibrate and verify

– I’m not sure



Session introduction

• Don’t panic, don’t log off — it’s a color nerd-free zone

– Why good color matters

– Why it might be more important than you think

– Why it might be easier than you think 



What are the Cs of color management?

• First there were the 3 Cs 2005

• Then the 4 Cs 2015

• Then the 5 Cs 2016

• We are here to tell you about how Fiery 

has the 5 Cs, and even 6 Cs covered

6

https://idealliance.org/files/Abhay-color-mgmt.pdf
https://www.xrite.com/blog/color-management-in-print-and-packaging
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/5-cs-color-control-dennis-wolf
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• Color consistency and color matching

– 94%* of print buyers regard color consistency across 

all print communication as critical

– 39%* of print buyers express that they want print 

providers to improve color consistency and offer 

better color matching

– Whereas only 20%* of the print providers see the need to 

improve in the area of color quality and consistency

• Print color standards

– 37%* of print buyers push towards print color standards

– Whereas only 18%* of the print providers see the need to 

stick to print color standards

18%

* Propelling Your Business Forward in Everchanging Competitive Environment, NAPCO Research 2022



37%

Print industry findings cont.

• High-quality color printing

– 37%* of print buyers have high-quality color 

printing as their #1 criteria for choosing a print service 

provider

* Propelling Your Business Forward in Everchanging Competitive Environment, NAPCO Research 2022



Three types of print providers

Color 

management is 

our competitive 

advantage

Our print buyers 

are not color 

demanding

Our print buyers want 

“better” color — we 

rely too much on color 

tweaking

#1 #2 #3



The CONCEPT6
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Poll results, and a chat question

Anyone want to have a guess at the 6th C?

– Color chaos?

– Caution?

– Convenience?



• PDF conformance is the    

6th C of color management

“The best color management 

in the world isn’t going to save 

you if PDF components 

such as source profiles, 

transparencies, and overprints 

are interpreted incorrectly.”

The 6th C: Conformance



• The circle is complete only 

when all of the Cs are taken 

care of

• And for Fiery users, we’ve 

made it super easy to 

achieve

The 6th C: Conformance



How the 6 Cs relate to 

Fiery products6



Consistency
• Driven by the printer, media and toner/ink quality, self-

calibrating techniques, etc.

Calibration
• Driven by Fiery Calibrator

Characterization 
• Driven by Fiery Color Profiler Suite

Conversion
• Driven by the Fiery digital front end

Control 
• Driven by EFI™ ColorGuard™, where verification 

schedules track color quality over time, where recalibration 

schedules guarantee stability over time with the goal to 

never leave the "green" zone.

Relation to Fiery products



1st C: Consistency 

• Driven by the printer, 
media and toner/ink 
quality, printer self-
calibrating techniques, 
etc.



• Examples of printer-specific pre-calibration 

techniques:

– Auto Adjust Gradation

– Auto Correct Color Mismatch

– Auto Image Adjustment

– Shading Correction, etc.

• Pre-calibration techniques can be executed 

from the printer itself

• Fiery Calibrator includes access to these 

techniques for many engines to makes it easy 

to execute them as part of the calibration

Printer-specific pre-calibrations



2nd C: Calibration 

•Driven by Fiery 
Calibrator; getting the 
printer/media/ink/toner 
combination into a 
predictable and 
maintainable state



About Fiery Calibrator

• Included in all Fiery servers

• Fully integrated solution accessible from Fiery 

Command WorkStation® or Fiery Color Profiler Suite 

• Support of new calibration and recalibrations

• Support of inline, handheld, and scanning 

measurement instruments

• On selected engines, support for:
– Gamut extending inks and specialty toners 

– Fluorescent inks and toners 

– White

• Support for Idealliance® G7® Grayscale calibration*

* Requires a Fiery Color Profiler Suite license



3rd C: Characterization

•Driven by Fiery Color 
Profiler Suite; spans 
from color accuracy to 
ink saving, all the way to 
getting the most of of the 
printer gamut



• Fully integrated color 

management solution for Fiery 

Driven printers

• The only tool that can create 

profiles and configure color 

management directly on a 

Fiery digital front end

Fiery Color Profiler Suite



• Easy-to-use tools get expert-level 

results from all Fiery driven 

technologies:
– Cutsheet toner printers

– Wide to superwide inkjet printers

– High-speed inkjet printers 

• It extends Fiery server color 

capabilities to enable:
• ICC profile creation, inspection, and editing 

• Color quality assurance

• Output enhancement 

Monitor 
Profiler

Printer, 
Express 
Profiler

Printer 
Match

Calibrator

Verify
Profile 
Editor

Profile 
Inspector

Device 
Link

Fiery Color Profiler Suite cont.



• The applications within Color 

Profiler Suite support all industry-

leading inline, handheld, and 

scanning measurement devices

• All industry color standards and 

specifications supported

Fiery Color Profiler Suite cont.



4th C: Conversion

•Driven by the Fiery 

digital front end when 

one color space is 

converted into another



More than color Conversion

EASILY VERIFY

COLORS

BRAND COLOR 

REPRODUCTION

SPOT COLOR 

OVERPRINTING

TEXT AND GRAPHICS 

ENHANCEMENTS

BUILT-IN SPOT 

COLOR LIBRARIES

BUILT-IN STANDARDS 

COMPLIANCE

AUTO

TRAPPING

IMAGE 

SMOOTHING



More than color Conversion cont.

EASILY VRIFY

COLORS

• Spot color control
– Fiery SpotOn™, Spot Pro, and TrueBrand™

• Page element quality control
– Fiery Preflight and Postflight

• Image enhancement
– Fiery ImageViewer and Image Enhance 

Visual Editor



Chat question

How often do you do last-minute color 

adjustments?

– Never

– Occasionally

– Often



5th C: Control

• Driven by EFI ColorGuard, 
where verification schedules 
track color quality over time, 
where recalibration schedules 
guarantee stability over time 
with the goal to never leave 
the "green" zone



EFI ColorGuard interface

Shop Summary



Verification Schedule Wizard

EFI ColorGuard interface



41Preset & Tolerance Editor

EFI ColorGuard interface



42History & Trends

EFI ColorGuard interface



• Schedules and automates the color 

verification and recalibration process for each 

Fiery® Driven™ print system

• Allows you to compare colors to a custom 

reference or industry standard to ensure 
print production consistency and 

accuracy

• Allows you to monitor color verification 

results in real time, and act based on 

quality trends

EFI ColorGuard



EFI ColorGuard



EFI ColorGuard

• EFI ColorGuard completes 

the 5 Cs of color 

management  

• By providing color “control” 

over time, plus print 

analytics, history and trends, 

reporting, and more



6th C: Conformance

• PDF conformance 

certification that guarantees 

correct interpretation of PDF 

jobs

• Driven by the Ghent 

Workgroup (GWG) 

• Easily achieved with Fiery 

JobExpert™



PDF Conformance Certification

• Fantastic marketing tool for print service 

providers to acquire new customers and bind 

existing ones
– Comes with certification and labels that can be placed in 

email signatures and on web pages

– Print shop and owner names appear on the international 

GWG web page

• Proofs that the print shop can process PDFs 

perfectly (by honoring transparencies, overprints, 

use of source profiles, etc.), which is as crucial 
as being able to meet industry color standards

• fiery.efi.com/gwg

http://fiery.efi.com/gwg


Fiery JobExpert

Your built-in expert for optimal 

print output

1. Analyze each PDF print job in detail 

2. Automatically set the optimal Fiery 
job settings

3. Efficiently process each job to 

achieve the best possible print 
quality

https://www.efi.com/products/fiery-servers-and-software/fiery-command-workstation/fiery-jobexpert/overview/?r=n


GWG Certification samples



The 6 Cs sum-up and check list

Your printer. Check w hich calibration and auto-correction routines 

are available on your press. Check if the initiation of those is 

available w ithin your calibration software.

TIP: When choosing your next press, ask the question, what can 

this new engine do to look after its own color?

Get to a targeted state. Look into how  many calibrations you have 

in place. Is it suff icient to cover the different types of media you are 

using? 

TIP: If a media type or weight difference is enough to show a 

visual color difference, it warrants its own calibration.

About profiling. Check if you have profile creation software, what 

features it has, and if those features are suff icient for your profiling 

needs? 

TIP: Don’t underestimate the importance in terms of ease-of-use of 

color management software that’s integrated with the DFE.

Your DFE (RIP). Check that your DFE has the correct built-in 

technology for both process and spot color handling, as w ell as a 

PDF engine that supports the latest standards. 

TIP: Remember a DFE is more than just color conversion, learn 

about its other color and quality control features to get the very 
best results. And again, integration — if a DFE has bi-directional 

communication to the profile creation solution, life gets easier. 

Keeping things in check. Your printers, consumables, and 

environment w ill change over time. Get to know  how  color control 

software enables you to understand your environment, as w ell as 

brings order w ith calibration and verif ication schedules. 

TIP: Control software also allows you to prove compliance to your 
customers as it tracks color over time.

About PDF/X-4 conformance. The best color management in the 

w orld isn’t going to save you if a PDF element isn't interpreted 

correctly, and that negatively affects color. 

TIP: It’s a good idea to certify all your DFE and press combinations 

to ensure the same quality assurance throughout your print shop.

https://www.efi.com/library/efi/documents/3240/efi_fiery_6cs_wof_checklist_or_en_us.pdf


6 Cs — learning more



6 Cs — resources

• For more details on the 6 Cs 

products and services, visit 

the fiery.efi.com/6Cs

https://www.efi.com/products/fiery-servers-and-software/fiery-6cs/


6 Cs — eLearning

• To get trained on the 6 Cs 

topics, visit 

fiery.efi.com/learn6Cs

http://fiery.efi.com/learn6Cs


6 Cs — EFI Communities

• Post questions, find 

answers, chat with Fiery 

and industry experts at 

communities.efi.com

http://communities.efi.com/


Time for questions…


